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FORMAT OF THE TEACHER’S GUIDE 
 

I pray that this Teacher’s Guide will play a critical role in helping you teach PART 1 of In Whose 

Image? by preparing you to winsomely engage your students for Jesus Christ. 

 

The introduction to the lesson plans in each chapter provides the following: 

 

• AIM: states the main principal of each chapter 

 

• SEGUE: connects the current chapter with the previous chapter and how they build upon 

each other 

 

• OBJECTIVES: provides the major goals of each chapter and what the students should 

be learning 

 

• SO WHAT?:  focuses on why each chapter is relevant to students today 

 
As you will see in the lesson plans, the approach to teaching this material is Socratic-based. I 

believe asking questions is an important way to develop students critical thinking skills and help 

them evaluate the worldviews they are going to face. This approach also validates students’ 

thoughts and helps them better understand themselves and other’s backgrounds and perspectives. 

 
By God’s grace, In Whose Image?  hopes to make a positive Kingdom impact by helping diverse 

young men and women incorporate the principles of biblical worldview and discernment by 

developing a framework that helps them view themselves and others as image-bearers of God. 

One prayer for the fruit that hopefully comes from In Whose Image? is that students will 

understand the great need to recognize and respond to images/media worldviews that 

misrepresent, distort and/or undermine the biblical view of men and women.  

 

In addition, each chapter will feature special Do You Know? segments to provide further 

background information for your study—from “author’s reflections,” to “crucial facts to know,” 

to “media that impacted a generation,” to “moments in history,” to “portraits of character.” Some 

will be humorous, some serious, but all will prayerfully be thought-provoking! 

 

And lastly, considering that media is the number one influencer of young people (by hours 

spent), one of the major goals of this Teacher’s Guide will be to teach students how to think 

critically when it comes to media. For Christians hoping to impact twenty-first century culture, 

understanding the power of media is more important than ever. 
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NOTE TO TEACHERS/YOUTH LEADERS/PARENTS 

 

This e-book--In Whose Image? PART 1—seeks to equip teens to affirm their identity and faith in 

Jesus and learn the importance of loving others as image-bearers of God—both in history and 

today—to prepare them to confront inequity and pursue justice. 

 

The Problem? Christian educators, youth leaders and parents are greatly concerned about raising 

young men and women in a world of bullying, media violence, poor self-image, racism, and 

secular humanist teachings, to name a few issues, without a moral compass rooted in biblical 

Truth. 

 

The Cause? We have lost one of the biblical teachings that played a major role in righting 

wrongs throughout history and addressing the moral issues of our day—that we are all created in 

the image of God. 

 

The Solution? Reclaim the biblical worldview of what it means to be an image-bearer of God 

and prepare young men and women to be thoughtful, winsome leaders in their schools and 

communities for Jesus Christ.  

 

Why teach about being an image-bearer of God to eighth or ninth grade 

 

Given the challenges teens face today and my experience teaching students in fifth through 

twelfth grade over the years, I have chosen eighth–ninth grades as the primary grades to teach 

this e-book for the following reasons: 
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INTRODUCTION:  

How Will This E-Textbook Help Me? 
 

• INTRODUCTION AIM: To help teens understand the critical importance of viewing 

ourselves and others in the image and likeness of God 

 

• SO WHAT?: With a biblical view of our ourselves and others as image-bearers, we can 

be prepared to winsomely engage our generation for Jesus Christ 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

 
• See the importance of the image-bearer of God belief in how they view themselves and 

others 

• Examine the biblical view of men and women in contrast with the evolutional view and 

the end results 

• Interpret the statistics on bullying, suicide, drug use, etc. and how this relates to viewing 

ourselves as image-bearers of God 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 

 

HOMEWORK (HW):  

 
• Read Introduction, watch the Do You Know? intro video, and watch the video “Do You 

Know…what inspired Part 1 of the In Whose Image? e-book and how it will help 

you?” Have students write a journal reflection on the video and make comparisons to 

how they may be desensitized to violence today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzx8Bc7wtgI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
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DAY 1 
• In class, watch the video: “Do You Know…what inspired Part 1 of the In Whose 

Image? e-book and how it will help you?”  Have students share their journal reflections  

o Answers will vary. 

 

• Ask students to respond to the “Alfred Hitchcock Presents” story in the video “Do You 

Know…what inspired Part 1 of the In Whose Image? e-book and how it will help 

you?”  Possible discussion prompts: 

 

o “What would your reaction be if you saw a media delivery platform (TV show, 

movie, video game, You Tube clip, etc.) in which a beautiful golden retriever 

came onto the screen and then was suddenly blown apart by sub-machine 

gunfire?” 

▪ Answers will vary 

 

o Even if you knew the killing of a golden retriever was fake, why do you think 

such an act might cause you to respond more emotionally than, for instance, 

seeing a person shot and killed in a movie or video game? 

▪ If students are honest, most are desensitized to the killing of humans 

 

o Do you remember one of the first times that you saw someone violently killed in a 

media delivery platform? How did it make you feel? 

▪ Answers will vary.  

 

o Based on the answers to the above questions, ask students what it means to be 

“desensitized” to violence.   How does the Bible view violence in relation to 

being an image-bearer of God?  Read Genesis 9:6 and Proverbs 23:7 and discuss. 

▪ The Bible values human life, as well as what we put before our eyes 

and the influence it can have on our morals and worldview. 

• Discuss homework questions 1-4 on p. 5. 

o 1. What do you think concerns your parents most about raising you? 

▪ Answers will vary. See how the students’ answers compare to the 2018 

Barna Poll below. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpG8EgK_ic
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o 2. How many hours do you spend on media on a given week day? On a weekend 

day? 

▪ Answers will vary.  Have students take some time to think about this 

and write this down.  Consider averaging up class totals to see how 

they compare with national statistics below 

 

o 3. Do you think your media consumption is above or below your country’s 

national average for teens? Other countries? 

▪ Look at charts above and below for discussion. 
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o 4.What about the time spent developing your faith? Why is this important to have 

a proper balance? 

▪ Answers will vary. Be sure to emphasize importance of spending time 

developing their relationship with God through devotions, prayer, etc. 

• Looking at page 8, make sure students understand the different generation spans and 

influences. The chart below from Pew Research Center provides more accurate dating of 

the generations: 

 
 

• Have students journal in class about the quote on p. 4 (listed below). Ask whether they 

agree or disagree and why: “A massive global assault has been launched upon us, and it 

is the arts more than any single force that predominate as an influential agent, molding 

our character, our values, and our beliefs.  This invasion bypasses our reason and 

captures our imagination.  Never before in history has so much been at stake as is now in 

the hands of the imagemakers of our time.”  

o Answers will vary. Be sure to discuss the Latin meaning for “amuse” (used in 

the word amusement), which means “not to think.” Not thinking about the 

worldviews behind the media we use is what can cause their messages to 

“bypass our reason and captures our imagination.” That is why there will be a 

“Media Discernment” assignment at the end of each chapter to prayerfully 

help students develop the important skills to: (1) process the images and 

concepts they are exposed to daily through a biblical lens, and (2) to equip 

them to apply what they are learning about viewing ourselves and those 

around them as image-bearers. 

 

• HW: Read p. 6-13 and answer questions 1-5 on p. 20.  Watch the video Do You 

Know…what it means to be an image-bearer of God? and write a journal entry on what 

it means to you to be an image-bearer of God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4V9mvAs0aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4V9mvAs0aw
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CHAPTER 1:  

Who Am I? 
 

 

AIM:  

 
• To establish that we are created in the image of God to be in relationship with Him 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

• Establish belief in image-bearer of God and how to view ourselves 

• Understand how viewing oneself as an image-bearer of God is foundational to a Christian 

worldview and a purpose-filled life 

• Examine the biblical view of men and women and be able to distinguish the difference 

between a shattered image-bearer and a redeemed image-bearer 

• See the importance of re-claiming the belief in image-bearer of God—particularly in how 

we view ourselves. 

• Understand the progression of image-bearers from “creation” to “the fall” to 

“redemption” to “restoration.” 

SO WHAT?:  
 

• Knowing the difference between shattered and redeemed image-bearers, we can 

ultimately know the God who loves us and be in relationship with Him through Jesus 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• Watch the video Do You Know…what it means to be an image-bearer of God?  together 

in class and have students share their journal reflection. 

o Answers will vary. Many people think of “looking like God” when they hear 

the phrase “image-bearer of God. However, Genesis 1:26 says we are made 

in the “image and likeness” of God.  

o Ask students, “What were your thoughts about the Verizon commercial? Do you 

think this true story is healing given the tension between African Americans and 

police? 

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

o Ask students, “What were your thoughts about the Henry Gates PBS series 

‘Finding Your Roots’?  What myth was used in the South to try and justify 

slavery and undermine the belief that we are all related and image-bearers of God 

▪ Answers will vary.  Sadly, the belief that all races are not equal—

particularly African Americans—was a lie spread in America during 

the 1800s to try and validate the institution of slavery by spreading 

the false belief that black people were descended from Noah’s son 

Ham, who was cursed by God—thus seeking to discredit the idea that 

black people are image-bearers of God and equal to white people. 

 

o Read Genesis 1:26 and John 4:24. Ask students, “Which attributes do we share 

with God (such as morality and spirit) and how does this distinguish us from the 

rest of creation?  

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

o Read Psalm 139.  Ask students, “If life begins at conception, would does that 

mean for the significance and dignity of a baby?” 

▪ Answers will vary.  Also read Ephesians 2:10 and discuss what it 

means to be God’s “workmanship” (which is translated “masterpiece” 

in the original Greek). God not only forms us in our mother’s womb 

“fearfully and wonderfully” but made us His masterpiece as well.   

 

o Knowing that we are God’s “masterpieces,” ask students, “How does this belief 

give dignity to the men and women in The Greatest Showman?” 

▪ Note the contrast between the biblical worldview of image-bearers vs. 

the atheistic evolutionary worldview of humans being meaningless, 

accidental creatures: “The human race is just a chemical scum on a 

moderate size planet, orbiting round a very average star in the outer 

suburb of one among a billion galaxies. We are so insignificant that I 

can’t believe the whole universe exists for our benefit.” –Physicist 

Stephen Hawking (Quote from 1995 TV show, Reality on the Rocks: 

Beyond Our Ken) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4V9mvAs0aw
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• Read Psalm 8:3-6 aloud and ask students, “Why is it important to view yourself and 

others as ‘a little lower than the angels’ vs. ‘a higher form of animal’?” 

o Answers will vary. This is a great follow-up question to abortion.  If we are 

just higher forms of animals and there is no Creator God in whose image we 

are made (the atheistic evolutionary perspective), then taking a life (living or 

in the womb) doesn't really matter because we cease to exist after death since 

there is no afterlife (and ultimately no right or wrong, justice, etc). 

• Discuss homework questions 1-5 on p. 20: 

o 1. Read Romans 12:2. Ask students, “What areas in your life and/or media 

choices do you believe conform to the patterns of this world? 

▪ Answers will vary. 

o 2. What would you say were the major influences on your life in elementary 

school? In middle school? How do these influences affect your beliefs and values 

today? 

▪ Answers will vary. When asking question 2, look at Barna Poll on p. 9 

to see if they agree or disagree.  Ask them to reflect aloud on religious 

figures/person of faith being 1% and why do they think that is the 

case? 

▪ Below is an interesting statistic to share with students to get their 

response: “70% of teens think that YouTubers are more reliable than 

celebrities and 88% of consumers trust online recommendations as 

much as face-to-face recommendations. Social media influencers are 

real people, and they're more likely to be authentic and to interact with 

their audience, so brands are starting to take note.” 

- Influencer Marketing Hub 

o 3. Did your faith or those who can help you grow in your faith make the cut? If 

not, why? If so, how much time do you spend in this area? 

▪ Answers will vary.   

o Watch the video: “Do You Know…what defines you and brings meaning to 

your life?” Ask students, “How would you answer this Do You Know? 

question?” 

▪ Answers will vary. Be sure to commend Tom Brady for his honesty 

and use this as an important opportunity to note how riches, fame, 

success, beautiful spouse and family do not ensure happiness. 

 

o In his work Generous Justice, Tim Keller write that “The image of God…is the 

first great motivation for living lives of generous justice, serving the needs and 

guarding the rights of those around us.” Why is this? 

▪ If we view others as children of God and not “scum” or “biological 

accidents,” we should be seeking to help them. 

https://ip.t.hubspotemail.net/e2t/c/*N8qGrK5fNllSW5fhFn97S16yz0/*N6kxc7pcqt-HW6P-WhJ8Qjv_S0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5H8YXN5qN7z1wj8HyjJqW8rlp825vMHBdW3hHh9Q2P7_nXVcnTGj98st7cW25M4VV7mWgx9W50SXRJ1nb4Z7VYCslT7nwMJHW1nXTjP2BpFq5W4sg8Kp8xgf7wN6R9zvTG3J4YW61SSZm7dDxTNW7mWsnX7dzcsSW51vDDW56vHg5W69NG1w6Pr3nqW1Tcntw1njMtBW6H5YSD7_P6JSN53hq8wQC5z2VPC2cV7fncJSVPLnVs6M_5YRMfQSHNrNmC3W92XS2B7rCrg8W7lwtsd5bvsR-W1ZXmdX1Lj_09W4gMrlG1BqjMBN7Qm7DLn55hwVsf37T7jHRrCN57zf_NB9X04W51HvF71S37LzW2QkgyV8W19cBW566LtC8YPG0lW2Rg8CK4hYC5vDrNfZnrNVDW7K_fYP4Yvvl2MfTlLH1KsWVW1Kbq8457J2--W5rgF4Y83JTJ-W79j5KR79-Mr2W5LnrWC6YmS_MV215_B1J7MXJW5nfTzc70Ph-kW1ng8FV8N6p6ZV-Kxdq7gZz6_W4jRq-y6Q3Qs6MrLh9QrHKw4f15yh8f02
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppsdLEr0Xsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppsdLEr0Xsw
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o 4. Were you surprised by the amount of hours spent on media and in schools, 

compared to the amount of time spent developing your faith? Are there any 

priorities you need to reconsider in your life? 

▪ Read I Peter 1:13-16 and ask students, “In regard to time spent with 

media, how should we protect our hearts and minds?  Answers will 

vary. 

o 5. Given the influences on previous generations of teenagers, who do you think 

are some of the most powerful “image-makers” of your generation and why? 

▪ Have them consider the impact of the Internet, social media, and 

streaming services that give access to almost any TV show, movie, 

musician/song, YouTuber, etc. through the smart phone. 

• HW: Read pgs. 14-19 and answer questions 6-10. 
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DAY 2 

• Discuss homework questions 6-10 on p. 20-21. 

o 6. Read Romans 1:21-25. What is the difference between a shattered image-bearer 

and a redeemed image-bearer? 

▪ This is a critical concept for students to understand, especially as they 

are called to love people whose lifestyles or beliefs differ from their 

own.  

o Watch the video: “Do You Know…the difference between a shattered image-

bearer and a redeemed image-bearer?”  and have students share their reflections. 

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

o Ask students, “Why do you think we enjoy seeing something restored—whether it 

be an object, property, or a person? 

▪ This meets a deep-rooted need in our hearts for the Good news of the 

Gospel—that “Through the work of Christ [and those who accept 

Him as their Savior], God redeemed humanity and began the process 

of restoring people to goodness. 

 

o Ask students, “How did the Fisk Jubilee singers represent the importance of 

restoration through bringing to light the Negro spirituals sung during slavery?” 

▪ Although many former slaves wanted to forget these spirituals after 

slavery ended--because of the pain and suffering they connoted--the 

Fisk Jubilee Singers brought them back to show the beauty of these 

songs, as well as show how many slaves endured such tremendous 

hardship and pain with the eternal hope that can only be found in 

Jesus (whose death and resurrection defeat sin and restores our 

relationship to God, the Father) 

o 7. Do you view your faith as a religion or a relationship? Are you in a relationship 

with Jesus Christ? Read Romans 10:9-13. If not, is this something you have 

considered? 

▪ Help them understand the difference between a moralistic religion 

(following a set of rules) vs. a relationship with God (through Bible 

study, prayer, and fellowship with other believers)   

▪ Look at Barna Poll on p.15 to see if they are surprised by the stats—if 

yes, why, if no, why. 

o 8. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. What does it mean to be a “new creation”? What 

happens to the “old self”? 

▪ This is a great opportunity to encourage students by explaining the 

amazing grace God shows us through the forgiveness of our sins and 

the new life he gives us. As a new creation, we now have the power of 

the Holy Spirit to resist temptation to sin as well. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUyYYxu41Uc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUyYYxu41Uc
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o 9. As a redeemed image-bearer, what are four responsibilities God calls us to in 

the world? 

▪ As redeemed image-bearer, we can now live in community the way 

God intended us to—which includes (1) our relationship with Him, (2) 

how we view ourselves, (3) how we treat others, and (4) how we view 

the world around us.  

o 10. Explain the progression of image-bearers from “creation” to the “Fall” to 

“redemption” to “restoration” and the worldview questions they answer.” 

▪ God created the universe and made us in His image (Where did I 

come from?) 

▪ Adam and Eve brought sin into the world, initiating the Fall of men 

and women into sin (Why is life messed up?) 

▪ God sent his Son Jesus to redeem us by taking our sins on the cross 

and satisfying God's justice (How do you fix what is broken?)  

▪ Jesus resurrection and defeat of sin, death, and the devil restores our 

relationship with God and the gift of eternal life in Heaven (What 

happens when I die?)  

• Conclude lesson by watching the clip from Akeelah and the Bee.  

o Discuss the freedom and joy Akeelah receives when she realizes the 

importance of using her gifts for the glory of God and the purpose it gives 

her life vs. being fearful of what her friends think of her. 

• HW: Read the dialogue on p. 22 and then watch the Do You Know? video “Do You 

Know…how the Olympic games point to being created in the image of God? Write a 

journal entry answering the following questions: How does this video validate the ideal 

of being an image-bearer of God? As a Christian what should motivate us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0QXWxy2NsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0QXWxy2NsM
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 

• Watch the Do You Know? video “Do You Know…how the Olympic games point to 

being created in the image of God?” together in class and have students share their 

journal reflection 

o Ask students to consider NBC’s association of the cathedral imagery with 

“enlightenment” and the church ruins with “mythology,” as well as human 

accomplishments being “eternal” and “everlasting” and the ancient ethos of 

“faster, higher, stronger.”  

▪ Ask students for their reaction to these negative images of the church. 

Is there an atheistic evolutionary bias in this video? If yes, how? 

 

o Ask students to read Michael Phelps interview excerpt from Sports Illustrated on 

p. 24 and give their thoughts. 

▪ Discuss how many Olympians still cannot find true joy and purpose 

even after winning gold because they base their self-worth on their 

accomplishments rather than a relationship with God that gives glory 

to Him for their accomplishments.  

▪ Note how the synchronized divers in the Do You Know? video admit 

their struggle not to get caught up in what others think but to give 

glory to God instead. 

o Ask students, “How powerful would it have been if the intro identified God being 

the Creator—of the beautiful British landscapes (mountains, valleys, seas), the 

crowning creation of men and women in His image and their amazing 

capabilities, ‘their beautiful minds,’ their diversity--in color, in language, in gifts 

and talents. And instead of Greenwich being the standard of time, see God as the 

Creator of time and His creations using their gifts and talents not to be higher, 

faster, stronger, but to glorify Him--which is what truly will be ‘everlasting.’” 

▪ Discuss how this approach would reframe the video? 

• Watch the Do You Know? video “Do You Know…how to glorify God?” 

o Ask students for their reactions to Tua and Colt McCoy’s interviews. 

o Have students share their reflections on what it means to them to glorify God 

and/or how they can glorify God in their lives 

• HW: View the political cartoon in #3 on p. 25 and answer the question in your journal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0QXWxy2NsM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0QXWxy2NsM
javascript:void(0)/*766*/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcJn99DA2Do
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DAY 4: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 

(This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 3-5 in class—engaging students to think 

about how the world presents humanity (ourselves and others) vs. the biblical worldview 

and the importance of understanding the distinction between the two. 

o 3. In Psalm 139: 13-14, King David declares, “For you created my inmost being; 

you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made.” Consider these biblical verses coupled with the phrase 

below from The Declaration of Independence. What points do you think the 

political cartoonist was trying to convey in his work below? 

▪ It is interesting to note the symbolism that the cartoonist places the 

words "among these are life, liberty on the umbilical cord which 

provides nutritional life to the baby while he/she is in the womb.   

▪ It is also biblical that "life" comes before "liberty" (choice), as we 

can't make choices if we are not given the freedom to be born (vs. 

abortion which allows us to be killed in the womb).  

▪ Lastly, "life" came first in the garden of Eden, them Adam was given 

the ability to "chose." 

o 4. Read the Rhymes with Orange cartoon and the dialogue below from the movie, 

The Incredibles and watch the Do You Know? video "Do you know...how The 

Incredibles demonstrates the fall and shattered image-bearers?” Do you know 

how the cartoon and Mr. Incredible’s comment reinforces the belief of shattered 

image-bearers? 

▪ Both the Rhymes with Orange cartoon and The Incredibles clip how 

crime, villains, evil, etc. never stops--reinforcing the idea of the fall of 

humans and that sin will be in the world until the end times when God 

restores creation. 

o 5. “Do you know…of any films that show a character becoming a redeemed 

image-bearer? Watch the Do You Know? video Do you know...of any films that 

show a character becoming a redeemed image-bearer?  and share your 

reflection. 

▪ This is a great opportunity to talk about the positive media that is true 

to history—both in this Do You Know? video and other films that 

show characters committing their lives to Jesus-- from Sergeant York, 

The Mission, Tender Mercies, The Lion the Witch and 

the Wardrobe, Unbroken 2: Path to Redemption, Fireproof, or The Coat 

of Many Colors to name a few. 

• HW: Read p. 26-34 answer questions 1-2 on p.42.  Watch the video “Do You 

Know…what media most impacted Generation X? Write a journal entry answering the 

following question: “What has most impacted your generation and why? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRbxsZW0v_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRbxsZW0v_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu_TkZkYEZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu_TkZkYEZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56yDvMDLVv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56yDvMDLVv8
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CHAPTER 2:  

HOW DOES THE MEDIA INFLUENCE ME? 
 

 

SEGUE FROM CHAPTER 1:   
 

• Given the amount of media we are exposed to by the time we are 18, we will now look at 

the power of the media and the importance of understanding how it influences us, what 

our vulnerabilities to the media are, and how to discern the worldviews behind the media 

  

AIM:  
 

• To equip image-bearers to guard their hearts/minds against harmful media influences 

  

OBJECTIVES: 

 
• Understanding the influence of the media 

• Discovering our vulnerability to media 

• Discerning the worldview behind the media 

 

SO WHAT?: 
 

• By resisting being conformed to the world, we can be transformed by the renewing of our 

minds 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• Watch the video “Do You Know…what media most impacted Generation X? together in 

class and have students share their journal reflection. 

o Answers will vary.  The impact of MTV on Generation X (and older 

Millennials) may be new to many students. 

o Be sure students are able to articulate why they believe their answer has 

most impacted their generation.  Arguably, the Internet and/or the 

smartphone has most impacted them—putting all media forms at their 

fingertips—particularly popular social media such as YouTube, Facebook, 

Instagram, Snapchat, etc. (see p. 29-31) 

o  

• Ask students, “Does the media influence you, and if so, how?” 

o Answers will vary.  Use this opportunity to show the power of the media by 

reviewing the chart on p. 28 and discussing how much money is spent on a 30 

sec Super Bowl ad. If advertisers didn't think they could influence us, they 

wouldn't spend millions of dollars on the ad (not to mention the money to 

make the ad!). Ask them to consider this when producers say their shows 

don't influence behavior.  

o Discuss stats for “13 Reasons Why” on p. 33. (Note to Teacher: Recent 

controversial shows, such as “13 Reasons Why,” have garnered negative 

attention because of its portrayal of suicide—especially considering suicide is 

the third leading cause of teen deaths. “An estimated 13% increase in suicide 

among children and teens, ages 10 to 19, occurred in the three months after 

the show's release, the researchers found. This corresponds to 94 more 

suicides than would be expected, according to the study published 

Wednesday in the journal JAMA Psychiatry.”) 

o Note increase in mood disorders below. Ask students if they think increased 

access to media/social media has contributed to this increase. 

 

 

https://idleadershipforum.org/chapter-2-2/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2734859?guestAccessKey=dd50899b-1af3-464a-af48-050ff6b6139d&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=052919
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o Lastly, a 2016 study in JAMA Psychiatry found that American women who 

attended a religious service at least once a week were 5X less likely to commit 

suicide: https://www.wsj.com/articles/is-god-the-answer-to-the-suicide-

epidemic-11562885290 

 

• Ask students, “Why do you think reading aloud to a child provides more stimulation than 

having them watch a story on an iPad?” 

o Answer will vary, but be sure to note how iPads provide little to no brain 

stimulation (even academic games!) vs. the brain stimulation that comes 

when being read to aloud. 

 

• Ask students to take out a sheet of paper and quietly rank the following 7 areas in order 

of influence: Movies, Music, Internet, Smartphones, Social Media, TV, and Video 

Games. Write those 7 areas on the Board and tally your students’ response—compare that 

with the Barna Poll on p. 32 to see how it compares to your class’s responses 

• Discuss homework questions 1-2 on p. 42. 

o 1. Read Romans 8:5-6 and 1 John 5:18. Given the images our mind is bombarded 

with daily, what comfort do you have as a redeemed image-bearer? 

▪ Balancing our life with God’s Word can bring us peace and joy 

(Romans 8:5-6) and the LORD can protect our minds from the evil 

one and sinful media influences when we seek to honor him with our 

media choices (1 John 5:18) 

 

o 2. Are you a light, moderate, or heavy media user?   

▪ Answers will vary. Possible have students chart out how much time 

they spend on media a day (have them identify academic media time 

vs. non-academic)—especially if students have a smart phone that 

tracks their screen time.  Have them compare their consumption to 

the average American teen on p. 33. 

• Note the dramatic growth in smartphone ownership and how this may 

have caused an increase in media usage: 

 

In 2004, 39% of 8- to 18-year-olds owned their own cell phone 

(Source: Common Sense Media) 

In 2018, some 95% of teens have or have access to cell phones or 

smartphones  

(Source: Pew Research Center) 

 

o Ask students, “What impact can heavy media exposure have on our bodies?” 

▪ Answers will vary. Note how studies show adolescent obesity, 

smoking, sex, drug and alcohol use, attention problems and poor 

grades have been linked to heavy media usage 

▪ Have students read the bulleted list of concerns on pp. 34-35 and 

share which ones they have witnessed in themselves or others 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/is-god-the-answer-to-the-suicide-epidemic-11562885290
https://www.wsj.com/articles/is-god-the-answer-to-the-suicide-epidemic-11562885290
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o Read Philippians 4:8 and Romans 12:2. As a redeemed image-bearer of God, why 

should this concern you? 

▪ Answers will vary. Focus on the importance of loving God with our 

mind by being wise what we watch—looking for the good and not 

having our thinking conformed to the world (ask for examples of this) 

HW: Read pgs. 34-41 answer questions 3-5 on p. 42. Watch the video Do you know…how the 

media can influence your developing brain?  Write a journal entry answering the following 

question: “Given the examples you watched in the video, what are ways the media has shaped 

your brain or thoughts over the years?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://idleadershipforum.org/chapter-2-2/
https://idleadershipforum.org/chapter-2-2/


 21 

DAY 2 

• Watch the video “Do you know…how the media can influence your developing brain?” 

together in class and have students share their journal reflection. 

o Answers will vary.  Have students give their own examples of media 

influences on them that they remember at the imagination and concrete 

stages.  Read the bullets on p. 36-37 that discuss how heavy media can 

influence their brains negatively.  Help them understand the importance of 

moderation (especially all your students who play Fortnite ☺) 

o This article discusses media and brain development with young children 

(ages 1-10) and their use of Alexa  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/alexa-dont-let-my-2-year-old-talk-to-you-that-

way-1531229274 

 

• Ask students, “Are there brain differences between girls and boys?” 

o Answers will vary. Read article below for answer ☺ 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/girls-vs-boys-brain-differences-might-explain-tech-

behaviors-11569317402 

 

• Show the video: http://nypost.com/2016/08/27/its-digital-heroin-how-screens-turn-kids-

into-psychotic-junkies/ and ask for students reactions 

o Answers will vary. 

 

• Having established the impact of media, ask students, “What is a worldview and why is it 

important to understand the worldviews behind a song, movie, TV show, book, etc.?” 

o Answers will vary. Note the importance of discerning the worldviews behind 

our media choices to determine whether they are having a positive or 

negative influence on our thinking 

 

 

 

https://idleadershipforum.org/chapter-2-2/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/alexa-dont-let-my-2-year-old-talk-to-you-that-way-1531229274
https://www.wsj.com/articles/alexa-dont-let-my-2-year-old-talk-to-you-that-way-1531229274
https://www.wsj.com/articles/girls-vs-boys-brain-differences-might-explain-tech-behaviors-11569317402
https://www.wsj.com/articles/girls-vs-boys-brain-differences-might-explain-tech-behaviors-11569317402
http://nypost.com/2016/08/27/its-digital-heroin-how-screens-turn-kids-into-psychotic-junkies/
http://nypost.com/2016/08/27/its-digital-heroin-how-screens-turn-kids-into-psychotic-junkies/
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• Discuss homework questions 3-5 on p. 42. 

 

o 3. How are you vulnerable to media influences? How can you protect your heart 

and mind from negative media influences? 

▪ Answers will vary. Use this opportunity to show how the age of 13 is 

now considered the “Age of Adulthood Online” and how teens are 

exposed to more adult content now than ever before 

 
SOURCE: https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-13-became-the-

internets-age-of-adulthood-11560850201 

 

▪ Discuss Christian resources such as Movieguide and Plugged In that 

offer reviews of movies, TV shows, video games, etc. 

 

o 4. Do you have a biblical worldview? If not, how do you determine right from 

wrong? 

▪ Answers will vary.  A Biblical worldview is a when the Bible informs 

our beliefs and shapes the way we think about and view the world. 

 

o 5. What is your reaction to director Steven Spielberg’s statement on p. 38: 

“Everything about movies is manipulative; when you walk into a theater you are 

buying a ticket to manipulation!” 

▪ Answers will vary.  This is a very honest statement by Spielberg—

admitting that most directors/writers want you to walk away with a 

certain message from their work, which reflects the way they view the 

world. Help students realize that every movie has a worldview that it 

is promoting—whether good or bad.  Discuss with them the need to 

recognize the worldview of every TV program or movie they watch.  

Read the following verses on discernment as well: Colossians 2:8, 

Proverbs 3:21-22, Proverbs 10:13. 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-13-became-the-internets-age-of-adulthood-11560850201
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-13-became-the-internets-age-of-adulthood-11560850201
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• Try to choose a popular movie your students have seen and ask them the 9 discernment 

questions on p. 39 to get them thinking about how to break down a film and recognize 

good and bad worldviews—also highlight the 3-D approach at the bottom of p. 39. 

 

• Watch the video “Do you know…how a filmmaker’s worldview can influence his work-

-even a G-rated film?” and ask students about the importance of knowing the 

worldviews behind the media they consume. 

o Answers will vary. The key is to be sure that your students understand that 

every writer, creator, producer, etc. has a worldview—whether good or bad. 

 

• Ask students, “How do we determine right and wrong without a biblical worldview?” 

o Answers will vary. The important thing to note here is that without an 

absolute standard for truth (which we have when we base truth on God’s 

word), truth is just the opinion of men and women—which in some societies 

can be very detrimental. (For example: Jews were deemed “life unworthy of 

life” in Nazi Germany and were brutally executed, slaves were defined as 

“property”—not people worthy of freedom—by the U.S. Supreme Court 

decision in the 1857 Dred Scott Case, etc.) 

 

• Ask students, “What are ways we can live a tech-wise life?” 

o Answers will vary. Be sure to encourage students to put time-limits on their 

devices to have a healthy media diet; Avoid media that is not glorifying to 

God and/or media that does not have a redemptive theme; Make time for 

personal face-to-face relationships; Make sure they are allowing time to 

develop their relationship with God. 

 

HW: Write a journal entry answering the following questions. What media consumption limits 

and guidelines do you currently have (if any) for yourself? Considering your media 

vulnerabilities, is there an area in your life you would like to change as a result of reading this 

chapter? Read 1 John 1:8-10. If you need to ask forgiveness for something, be sure to ask the 

Lord. Write a prayer asking God to help you be wise with the amount of time you spend on 

media and what you watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVQyzb23rhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVQyzb23rhQ
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 
 (This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 

 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 2-5 in class—engaging students to think 

about how the world presents humanity (ourselves and others) vs. the biblical worldview 

and the importance of understanding the distinction between the two. 

 

o 2. What is your favorite Super Bowl ad and why? What in the commercial stood 

out to you the most? Why do you think the sponsor understands the power of the 

media? 

▪ Answers will vary. Be sure to choose a entertaining and/or thought- 

provoking commercial! 

o 3. Watch the video “Do you know...how to spot great talent?” What were your 

initials thoughts when the judges all hit their buzzers to eliminate the painter 

before she was finished with her portrait?  

▪ Some may think the judges were shortsighted, if they are honest, most 

will say they would have done the same as the picture looked like a 

simplistic painting of the older judge 

o Were you surprised she kept going?  

▪ Answers will vary.  Note her courage to see her painting through to 

the end regardless of the judges’ lack of patience/shortsightedness  

 

o What lessons can we learn from this video?  

▪ Answers will vary.  Be sure to highlight staying true to 

yourself/believing in yourself despite rejection; Don’t be shortsighted 

like the judges, but instead be patient, and get the full picture before 

making a decision!  

o How does it relate to being a discerning viewer?  

▪ Things are not always what they appear to be. Be sure you are 

discerning the deeper meaning in the media you consume. 

o 4. What worldview questions are present in the Calvin and Hobbes comic?  

▪ Have students refer back to the worldview questions p. 38 and give 

them time to write out the questions the comic is addressing before 

discussing them aloud 

▪ First, Second and Fourth frames of comic: What is the Meaning of 

Life? Where did I come from? Is life purposeful (ordained by God) or 

meaningless (evolution) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeFXXbIcADg
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▪ Third Frame of comic: How can we know right from wrong? Is there 

absolute Truth? 

▪ Fourth Frame of comic: Is there reason and/or knowledge—

ultimately of eternal life? Which is worse—dying and no longer 

existing or knowing there is eternal life and there is a God, but having 

rejected him, knowing you will go to hell? 

▪ General Observations:  This comic ran on a Sunday—the cartoonist 

was using this day to ask deep theological questions; It’s ironic that 

Calvin believes in his imaginary tiger friend (Hobbes) but not God 

o How would you answer these worldview questions? 

▪ Read Acts 17:10-12. Note how the Bereans were known for testing all 

ideas through the Scriptures/biblical worldview. 

▪ Where Did I Come From?: God created us in His image to flourish in 

the world 

▪ Meaning/Purpose of life: To glorify God and be in relationship with 

Him as our Creator, Father, Redeemer, and Friend 

▪ Knowing Right from Wrong: God has given us the timeless, absolute 

truths of the Bible to know right from wrong 

▪ Eternal Life: When we accept Jesus as our LORD and Savior and are 

forgiven for our sins, we no longer have to fear death and can look 

forward to eternity in Heaven 

 

o 5. Watch the video “Do you know…how good your observation skills are?”  

 

o What can happen when we are so focused on one thing that we miss the bigger 

picture?  

▪ Answers will very. Be sure to note the important of recognizing the 

worldview behind everything—asking what is the message the writer 

is trying to convey in the media we consume and determining if this is 

healthy and/or honoring to God 

 

o How does this relate to the importance of being discerning with the media we put 

before our heart, mind, and soul?” 

▪ Have students respond to the following quote: “The eye exercises a 

great influence on life and character.  The education of a child is 

conducted largely through the eye.  He/she is molded by the manners 

and habits of those he constantly sees.  This is the explanation of the 

powerful influence of movies on young people.”--J. Oswald Sanders, 

Spiritual Maturity 

▪ Note the importance of critical thinking skills to make discerning 

media decisions that will become positive actions  

HW: Read p. 47-55.  Answer questions 1-3 on p. 60. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMCradCe0RI
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CHAPTER 3:  

WHAT IS MY IDENTITY? 
 

 

SEGUE FROM CHAPTER 2:  
 

• Understanding the influence of the media, we will look at the importance of gender, race, 

body image, and our interests in light of our identity in Christ. 

 

AIM:  
 

• To have a healthy image by realizing we are God’s masterpieces 

 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

 
• Learn the importance of placing our identity in Jesus 

• Recognize the freedom in seeing ourselves as God sees us 

• Understand better who God wants us to be 

 

SO WHAT?: 
 

• By resisting being conformed to the world, we can be transformed by the renewing of our 

minds 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• Ice-breaker question game: Would You Rather? Ask students to raise their hands to 

answer the following scenarios (if you can make this visual by doing this through 

PowerPoint even better!) 

o Would you rather…take a boat ride down the Amazon River or walk on the Great 

Wall of China? 

o Would you rather…own a yacht or own a private plane? 

o Would you rather…own a smartphone or have a TV theater in your home? 

o Would you rather…live in space or live underwater? 

o Would you rather…speak all the languages in the world or be able to play any 

instrument? 

o Would you rather…be able to time travel to the past or to the future? 

o Would you rather…swim in a pool full of M&Ms or marshmallows? 

o Would you rather…be the most beautiful/handsome person in the world or the 

smartest? 

▪ Answers will vary. Note the diversity of answers in the room.  

Depending on the responses given in the room, ask if the media values 

beauty more than intelligence (and make them back up their answer!) 

 

• Ask students how they answer this statement, “My ___________ is very important to my 

sense of self” 

o Answers will vary.  Use this opportunity to compare their answers to the 

Barna chart on p. 49.  Note how faith is 5th in order of priority.  Ask them 

where this should be for Christians and why.   

 

o Show this chart below of the breakdown of the answers to “My ___________ 

is very important to my sense of self” by race.  (If you have any students who 

are not black, white, or Hispanic be sure to acknowledge that the study 

focused on the largest two minority groups in America).   

o (Note to Teacher: Be sensitive about the next question if you have black 

students in your class.) Why do you think African American teens value 

education, race, faith, and family almost equally?  Answers will vary, but I 

would argue that because African Americans have been put at such a 

disadvantage in America for so long, educational achievement gives them a 

much-needed boost in the marketplace, and because of racism they are more 

aware of their color than say white teens, and because of historical 

persecution in America, faith and family have been huge supports in 

overcoming prejudice and racism. 

 

 



 28 

 
• Read 2 Corinthians 5:27 aloud: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” -- 2 Corinthians 5:17 

o Ask what does it mean to be a new creation in Christ and how placing our 

identity/self-worth in Jesus can equip us to navigate social media and a pop 

culture that is so media-driven on basing self-worth on beauty, wealth, and 

fame. 

o Discuss the difference between the performance trap and the Gospel: 

 

PERFORMANCE TRAP: Appearance + Performance=Acceptance  

 

THE GOSPEL: Christ’s Appearance (coming to Earth) + Christ’s 

Performance (on the Cross) = Our Acceptance (Salvation) 

 

o Have students read through the examples on p. 50 and consider which ones 

they wrestle with and whether or not they are able to strike a balance 

between their sense of self and their relationship with God 

 

▪ “If I have a boyfriend or a girlfriend, I will feel good about myself.” 

▪ “If I make good grades, I will feel good about myself.” 

▪ “If I make first chair in band, I will feel good about myself.” 

▪ “If I make the varsity team, I will feel good about myself.” 

▪ “If I am elected to student council, I will feel good about myself.” 
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• Discuss homework questions 1-3 from page 60. 

 

o 1. Do you struggle with placing more importance on how others view you rather 

than God? If yes, why? If no, why? 

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

o 2. Read Colossians 3:23. What freedom can you have when you live for God 

rather than others’ approval? 

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

o 3.  Read I Thessalonians 4:3-5,7 and I Corinthians 6:18-20. What is God’s 

standard for how we treat our bodies and view others? 

▪ Note how clear the Scriptures are on how we treat our bodies and 

view others and how this is not to be punitive but to protect us. 

  

• Ask students, “How does the Media Influence how we view ourselves and others?” 

o Answers will vary. Be ready to provide examples from commercials or 

advertising try to promote how owning/using certain make-ups, cologne, 

deodorant (Old Spice!), clothes, cars, etc. try to define what is cool. 

• Ask students to respond to the statement: You can believe in God yet still trust something 

else for your real significance and happiness—which is therefore your real God…You 

will be inordinately shaken, anxious, angry, or despondent if anything threatens 

them…The ultimate remedy for idolatry is the Gospel. We won’t need to justify 

ourselves by works—by success or romance or achievement—if we are freely justified by 

faith in Jesus. 

o Read Romans 3: 21-24. In light of the challenge above, have students answer 

the question, “[Who or] what is the best candidate in your life for an 

alternate ‘god” 

• Ask students, “Which social media platform are the most influential and why?” 

o Answers will vary.  Show the chart below and see if they agree. 

 

o (Note to Teacher: The below article link has great resources and stats on 

social media education: https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-

school/summer-2018/trend-lines-the-future-of-social-media-

education/?utm_source=bn&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mc&utm

_content=di) 

 

https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-school/summer-2018/trend-lines-the-future-of-social-media-education/?utm_source=bn&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mc&utm_content=di
https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-school/summer-2018/trend-lines-the-future-of-social-media-education/?utm_source=bn&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mc&utm_content=di
https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-school/summer-2018/trend-lines-the-future-of-social-media-education/?utm_source=bn&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mc&utm_content=di
https://www.nais.org/magazine/independent-school/summer-2018/trend-lines-the-future-of-social-media-education/?utm_source=bn&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mc&utm_content=di
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• Ask students “Given the amount of time teens spend on social media, do you believe this 

platform allows you to be who you are and who God wants you to be or do you find 

yourself conforming your image to the likeness of the world?” 

o Answers will vary. Have students read the responses to the Barna poll on p. 

52 and the “approval trap challenges on p. 53 to see what resonates most 

with them and what do they struggle with. 

o Show the Barna Poll below.  Note how students look down on themselves 

more than they do others. Why is that?  Could it be our sinful/narcissistic 

tendencies? 
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• Read Ephesians 2:10. Note how the Greek for the word “workmanship” means 

“masterpiece.”  How should we view ourselves in light of this verse?  In light of this 

verse, how should we guard against how we view and portray ourselves when we set up 

and use social media accounts and basing our self-worth on how many friends we have or 

likes we get? 

o Answers will vary. Focus on the importance of viewing ourselves and others 

as image-bearers of God and the practical ways we can do that in our 

everyday life—particularly when it comes to media 

HW: Read the articles on the origins of Facebook and Snapchat below: 

 

http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2003/11/19/facemash-creator-survives-ad-board-the/ 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/review-a-startup-in-focus-1518378094 

Write a journal entry answering the following two questions: Did the worldview behind the 

inventors of Facebook and Snapchat have a healthy view of humans or not (be sure to explain 

your “Yes” or “No”!)  In what ways has the media (social media, advertising, etc.) contributed to 

making girls and guys objects of approval rather than image-bearers of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2003/11/19/facemash-creator-survives-ad-board-the/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/review-a-startup-in-focus-1518378094
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DAY 2 

• Read the articles on Facebook and Snapchat together in class and have students share 

their journal reflection. 

o Answers will vary.  Note how both Facebook and Snapchat inventors viewed 

women in a very objectified way at the origin of their work—Facebook 

originating from rating girls on who is “hotter” and Snapchat being a vehicle 

for sexting safely. 

 

• Ask the boys to answer the question, “What do girls worry about when it comes to body 

image?” Then ask the girls to answer the question, “What do boys worry about when it 

comes to body image?” Write the answers on the board 

o Compare the answers on the board with the Barna Poll on p. 56 and what 

boys and girls say they worry about most.  Have students give examples from 

the media that exacerbate these worries (six-pack abs advertisements, 

runway models who are tall, thin, and beautiful, etc.) Help them understand 

its ok to want to look nice, but we should not base our identity and self-worth 

on this. 

 

• Watch the video “Do you know…which best-selling beauty doll’s bodily proportions 

are physically impossible in real-life?” Ask students for their reactions. 

o Answers will vary.  Remind students how easily influenced they are at 

younger ages and how toy dolls can reinforce harmful and unrealistic body 

images. 

 

• Watch the video “Do you know…which famous actresses have come out against 

advertiser sand media outlets when their bodies were touched up and/or criticized for 

not measuring up?” Ask students for their reactions. 

o Answers will vary. Read Proverbs 12:18, “There is one whose rash words are 

like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” Discuss the 

importance of words and how they pierce the soul, exposing the lie that 

“sticks and stones will break my bones but words will never hurt me.”  

Words matter!  Read Ephesians 4:29, “ Let no corrupting talk come out of 

your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, 

that it may give grace to those who hear,” and discuss how we can encourage 

others with our words. 

 

• Watch the video “Do you know…which public figures have shared how viewing them-

selves in God’s eyes changed their lives?” Ask students for their reactions. 

o Answers will vary.  

o (Note to Teacher: If you have African American students in the classroom, 

do not put them on the spot by asking them what they think about Lupita 

Nyong’o’s speech. Use this as an opportunity to hear from students and to 

read the passage from 1 Samuel 16 discussing what Samuel looked for in a 

king vs. what God looked for. Both Sadie Robertson and Lupita Nyong’o 

point to the biblical importance of valuing character over beauty.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOrgyLKL-Sg&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOrgyLKL-Sg&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lufq9dnCduU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lufq9dnCduU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lufq9dnCduU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adO--Gep83U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adO--Gep83U
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o Consider highlighting the article on Lupita below, as well as her video 

interview, where she discusses her new book: 

 

https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-

jr/article236413273.html   

 

Note how she wants to encourage students of color not to be ashamed of who 

they are at young ages (like she struggled with!)—adding most importantly, 

because we are all equal in worth as image-bearers of God. 

 

• Ask students, “Who defines us?” and “How does God see us?” 

o Answers will vary. Ask why how God sees us can free us from the 

performance/approval trap and should be central to our faith in God.  Read 

the 4 choices of how to define ourselves on p. 58 and the passages of Scripture 

on p. 57 and discuss. 

 

• Discuss homework questions 4-5 from page 60. 

 

o 4. Read 2 Timothy 2:22, I Corinthians 15:33, and I Corinthians 10:13. What 

advice does Scripture give about avoiding temptation? 

▪ Flee temptation and ask God for help in resisting sinful thoughts, 

words, and actions, as well as the ability to have a pure heart and 

pursue righteousness 

 

o 5. What are ways that God sees you that you find most meaningful, as you resist 

being defined by yourself, others, or the devil? 

▪ As His son or daughter, we should want to obey Him and seek His 

approval and not the world’s. 

 

 

HW: Write a journal entry answering the following questions. Do you have a social media 

account? Read Ephesians 4:29 and Philippians 4:8. In light of these verses, what are ways you 

can adopt these important guidelines when it comes to texting or using social media? Read 

through the provided list of biblical guidelines on p. 61-62 and write on the ones that you believe 

are most helpful for you to follow and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article236413273.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/leonard-pitts-jr/article236413273.html
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 
 (This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 2-5 in class—engaging students to think 

about how the world presents humanity (ourselves and others) vs. the biblical worldview 

and the importance of understanding the distinction between the two. 

 

o 2. What message is being conveyed in Wiley’s cartoon? How is this problematic? 

▪ Answers will vary. The cartoon is off on a number of levels. First, it 

shows man is an accident—not an image-bearer of God—and more 

importantly, it shows an imperfect “god” who is capable of mistakes 

and needs a do over to make “woman,” as opposed to a perfect God, 

the Father who made woman from man (Genesis 2: 18-25) 

o 3. Watch the video “Do you know…which Super Bowl commercial celebrated 

what it means to “Be a Girl”? For the young boy who was making fun of girls, 

what caused his attitude to change? 

▪ Note how the video contrasts stereotypes of girls vs. girls’ healthy 

perspectives of themselves.  When asked to view girls as his sister, the 

young boy changes his attitude—showing the importance of 

relationships, as well as how easy it is to ridicule people we don't 

know (especially through social media).  This is a good opportunity to 

discuss cyber-bullying too!  

o 4. Watch the video “Do you know…how the film Wonder inspires viewers to 

treat everyone as image-bearers of God?” How did treating Auggie as an image-

bearer of God make a difference in his view of himself and those around him? 

▪ (Note to Teacher: Remember to be sensitive and wise in your 

conversations if you have a child with a severe facial deformity or 

disability in your class.)  

▪ This is wonderful opportunity to discuss how important it is to treat 

others different from ourselves with love and kindness—and the 

ripple effect that can have on others—especially if you courageous 

defend someone who is being ridiculed. 

▪ Building upon the Microsoft commercial on students with disabilities, 

considering highlighting this USA Today article: 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2019/05/09/passionate-video-

gamers-dont-let-their-disabilities-stop-them/3661312002/ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2gZBcEWwbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2gZBcEWwbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evztJiOrWwQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evztJiOrWwQ
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2019/05/09/passionate-video-gamers-dont-let-their-disabilities-stop-them/3661312002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2019/05/09/passionate-video-gamers-dont-let-their-disabilities-stop-them/3661312002/
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o 5.Watch the video “Do you know…how The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 

affirms our self-worth in Jesus?” How do Aslan’s encouraging words to Lucy on 

her self-worth/body-image compare with the worldview found in many teen 

movies and advertisements today? 

▪ Answers will vary.  For those of your students who have not read the 

book, you might want to give an overview and discuss how Eustace 

Scrubb goes through a transformation—symbolically as he becomes a 

dragon and Aslan must tear off the scales to make him human again 

(symbolic of Jesus removing our sin). This is a bigger picture of the 

importance of making our identity in Christ and fending off 

temptations through the power of the Holy Spirit—whether Lucy’s 

desire to be like her sister Susan or Edmond battling his past.  Be sure 

to highlight the scene where Aslan says “he wants them to know him 

by his name in their world”—Jesus! 

HW: Read p. 64-76.  Answer questions 1-2 on p. 87. Also, before reading pp. 64-78, answer the 

following question in your journal: “Which individuals had the greatest influence (for better or 

worse) in world history from 1000 AD to 2000 AD?” List at least 5 individuals who you think 

made the Top 10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1A3A1fZrdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1A3A1fZrdg
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CHAPTER 4:  

WHERE DID I COME FROM? 

 
SEGUE FROM CHAPTER 3:  
 

• Given that many science textbooks and museums say we are here by chance and that our 

life is ultimately meaningless in the grand scheme of things, we explore where we came 

from and why. 

 

AIM:  
 

• To show how God created the Heavens & Earth (including us as His image-bearers!) 

 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

• Explore the biblical worldview of Creation 

• Compare the biblical worldview with the atheistic evolutionary worldview of Creation 

• Examine the scientific origins of the universe and human life 

 

 

SO WHAT?:  
 

• Because of God’s orderly Creation, we can challenge the false belief of macroevolution 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• Ask students, “What does your generation believe about human origins?  What % 

believes God created the universe? What % believe God started and guided evolution 

over millions of years? What % believe humans evolved?” 

o Answers will vary. Show actually stats from 2018 Barna Poll on p. 65. Note 

the high % of Christian teens that believe “God started and guided evolution 

over millions of years.” Have students keep this in mind, as they explore 

whether the Bible backs this position or not. 

 

• Ask students to write down their definition of evolution in their journal. 

o Have students share their answers aloud.  Explain the difference between 

macroevolution and microevolution, as well as the phrase “Atheistic 

evolution.” Discuss whether or not macroevolution is biblical and if 

microevolution is biblical. 

 

• Ask students, “Can we know God? If yes, how?” 

o Answers will vary. Look at 2018 Barna Poll results of teens who believe we 

can know God personally. 

 

• Discuss homework question 1 from p. 87. 

o 1. What does Scripture reveal about creation—both from general revelation and 

special revelation? 

▪ General Revelation: 

▪ Read Romans 1:19-20. Ask students, “How does the Apostle 

Paul says we can know God?”  The Apostle Paul says we can 

see God through the power through his creation of the 

universe—including earth and all that is in it.  

▪ Read Psalm 19:1-6. Theologians call seeing God in creation as 

General Revelation or Revealed Truth. (Make sure students 

don't confuse this with the belief of seeing God in creation—

which is the false belief of pantheism.)  

▪ Read Romans 2:15 and note how God gives all his image-

bearers a conscience to know right from wrong (shattered and 

redeemed image-bearers alike).  The key is whether we 

cultivate our consciences through God’s Word or our own 

opinion or the opinions of others as to what is right and wrong.  

For example, in his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis notes 

how all cultures condemn rape and adultery. Why is that?  

Because God has written his law on people’s hearts from birth! 

 

▪ Special Revelation: 

▪ Through speaking directly to humans (Read Exodus 3:2-6); 

through sending Jesus into the world (Read John 1:14); 

through the Holy Spirit (Read John 16:13); through the 

Scriptures; through prayer.  



 38 

 

▪ Discuss original shield of Harvard University on p. 69. Note how The 

two open books symbolize God’s general revelation; what we can 

know and learn about God from studying His creation. The turned 

down book represents God’s special revelation; only what we can 

learn through his divine intervention (whether it be through prayer, 

His inspired Word, the Holy Spirit, or miracles). 

 

• Ask students, “Is the Bible reliable?” 

o Answers will vary.  

o (Note to Teacher: I realize this is a scary question to ask students in class! If 

you ever get a question you don't know the answer to, don't be afraid to say, 

“I don't know. Let me do some research on that and get back to you 

tomorrow.” Along these lines, Got Questions? is an amazing resource for 

answering tough questions from a biblical perspective: 

https://www.gotquestions.org/) 

 

• Watch the video “Do you know…what makes the Bible the most unique and reliable 

book ever written?”  

o Get students responses to the video and read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 2 Peter 

1: 20-21 to reinforce what God has to say about the reliability of Scripture. 

Highlight the many archaeological finds that have validated the history 

details found Scripture over the years. 

o (Note to Teacher: For your non-believing students, this is a great article 

discussing 5 Myths About the Bible: https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-

myths-about-the-

bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-

20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-

+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-

9d79d911a2-293565909) 

 

• Watch the video “Do you know…how the universe was created?” 

o Discuss how God inspired Moses to write about Creation in Genesis, which is 

very different from what he learned growing up in Pharaoh’s palace in Egypt 

(p.70).  

o Discuss the difference between the “why” of Creation vs. the “how” of 

Creation (p. 71). 

 

• Ask students, “What are the ways the Bible has proven to be reliable in science over 

thousands of years?” 

o Answers will vary. (See examples on p. 73.) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeMg455qwgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NeMg455qwgo
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9d79d911a2-293565909
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9d79d911a2-293565909
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9d79d911a2-293565909
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9d79d911a2-293565909
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9d79d911a2-293565909
https://www.crossway.org/articles/5-myths-about-the-bible/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&utm_campaign=9d79d911a2-20181208+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+5+Myths+Bible&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9d79d911a2-293565909
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ezkq_u8asc
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• Discuss homework question 2 from p. 87 

o 2. Read Job 38:4. What origins of the universe and life must scientists accept on 

faith? 

▪ Discuss while we accept God as Creator through faith (“In the 

beginning God”), it is not blind faith—as we see the beauty, 

symmetry, and orderliness of God’s creation (p. 72-73). 

▪ Contrast biblical faith vs. the faith of atheistic evolutionists who can’t 

explain where the mass that was the source of the Big Bang theory 

came from but instead must accept its existence on faith. The same is 

true when it comes to the origin of life.  Atheistic evolutionists cannot 

explain how life originated—only the theory of how life “evolved.” 

 

• Give background of the Biography of the Millennium: 100 People—1000 Years (found on 

p. 73-3). Ask students, “Who did you believe made the top 10 and why (before seeing the 

answers on p. 74)?” 

o Answers will vary. Note how someone whose views influenced a person who 

lived later would be ranked higher. (For example, Charles Darwin’s 

evolutionary ideas influenced Hitler’s belief in a superhuman race; Karl 

Marx’s ideas of communism influenced Lenin, Stalin, and Mao) 

o Note how 4 of the top influencers chosen were scientists who believed in God 

as Creator—read the quotes from Newton, Copernicus, Galileo, and Pasteur 

found on p. 74 and get the students’ responses. 

o Ask students if they knew these men were Christians. Note how many secular 

history texts leave out people’s faith and “why” they did what they did. 

 

• Ask students, “How did William Paley’s illustration of the watch and watchmaker point 

to God as Creator?” (p. 75) 

o To Paley, finding a watch pre-supposed there was a watchmaker (rather than 

the watch just coming to existence on its own by chance from an explosion 

over billions of years). In the same way, he concluded that the complexities of 

the human body pre-suppose a Creator. Note how if students found an 

iPhone in the woods, they wouldn't just assume it evolved on its own over 

billions of years. The same should be true with the human body—given its 

complex make-up—especially DNA. 

HW: Read pp. 76-86. Answer questions 3-6 on p. 87. Also answer the following question in your 

journal, “Are there any ways evolution makes you question beliefs in the Bible?” 
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DAY 2 

• Have students share their journal answers to the question, “Are there any ways evolution 

makes you question beliefs in the Bible?” 

o Answers will vary.  Once again, don’t feel pressure to answer all the 

questions students may have in class—especially ones that are going to be 

answered in the e-textbook.  Given your students’ responses, make a list of 

important questions that you believe need to be answered (that are not in the 

e-textbook) and consider assigning students to answer them from a biblical 

perspective for extra credit or taking an extra day to discuss them in class if 

there are enough to warrant this. 

 

• Ask students to review the Barna poll in p. 77. Ask them, “What is the biggest difference 

in beliefs between the Boomer and Gen Z generations?” 

o The belief that the Bible and Science complement each other.  

 

• Ask students, “Why do you think there is such a large gap between the Boomers and Gen 

Z’s belief that the Bible and Science complement each other—especially since many 

Boomers raised Gen Z children?” 

o Answers will vary. Could it be because their parents had a stronger exposure 

to the Bible and a biblical worldview? Note how as Christians, we should not 

be afraid of science. On the contrary, credible/factual science points to God 

as Creator vs. theories that have not been proven by science. 

 

• Discuss homework question 3 from p. 87. 

o 3. What are some of the weaknesses of Darwin’s atheistic theory of evolution? 

Are those flaws still true today? 

▪ 1. Darwin had no fossil record showing transitional forms between 

one species to another—such as a monkey to a man.  Most all of the 

transitional forms that have been discovered are disputed as to 

whether they are a man or a monkey. 2. Darwin noted the 

complexities of the eye and how trying to explain them through 

evolution were “absurd in the highest degree.” Atheistic evolutionists 

still struggle to explain the complexities of the eye and how it came 

about by chance through evolutionary means. 

 

o What was Darwin’s major struggle with Christianity? 

▪ That people—particularly his father, brother, and many of his close 

friends—who did not believe in the Christian doctrine of the fall and 

the need to receive forgiveness of sins through Jesus would be 

condemned to hell for eternity.  However, if God does not exist and 

evolution is true, then life is meaningless and our lives cease to exist 

upon death. 
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o What evidence did Darwin use to refute William Paley’s intelligent design 

argument? 

▪ Darwin had no evidence—only a theory—that tried to explain away 

the need for a Creator God.  As we discussed earlier, atheistic 

evolutionists have to accept by faith what came before the “Big Bang” 

and what caused the “Big Bang”—parts of the theory they have no 

answer for, as well as the origin of life.  

 

• Ask students, “Why did Harvard University revise their logo by flipping the book from 

facing downward to being open-faced in the 1800s?” 

o It symbolized that through humans’ enlightened reason and intelligence, we 

no longer needed God to learn about the world, and “possibly to suggest that 

it is only a matter of time before we know and control all things by our own 

wisdom.” 

 

• Discuss homework questions 4-5 from p. 87. 

 

o 4. What scientific factors point toward God creating the universe—especially 

Earth and its ability to support life? Watch the video, “Do you know…how 

science increasingly makes the case for belief in God?” to find out. 

▪ Today there are more than 200 known parameters necessary for a 

planet to support life—every single one of which must be perfectly 

met, or the whole thing falls apart. For example, without a massive 

planet like Jupiter nearby, whose gravity will draw away asteroids, a 

thousand times as many would hit Earth’s surface. The odds against 

life in the universe are simply astonishing. 

 

o 5. Which philosophical ramifications of Darwin’s theory of atheistic evolution do 

you find most troubling and why? 

▪ Answers will vary. Possibly use Nazi Germany under Adolph Hitler 

or Communist Russia under Josef Stalin to discuss how Atheistic 

evolution played out in the real world through the answers to the 

questions on pp. 79-80. 

 

• Ask students, “Why is the conflict not between religion and science, but between 

religion and materialism?” 

o The Big Bang—cannot be answered scientifically but instead must be 

answered by faith because as we discussed earlier, scientists cannot explain 

where the mass came from—much less explain the origin of complex life. 

They have to accept these by faith just as Christians do. 

o Read the quote aloud from atheist scientist Chandra Wickramasinghe: 

“Believing that life came by chance is like believing a Boeing 747 resulted from 

a tornado going through a junk yard” and ask for students’ responses—

especially considering the mathematical impossibility of DNA coming into 

existence on its own. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNVpEMIfZG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNVpEMIfZG0
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• Watch the video, “Do you know… if aliens exist and why some evolutionary 

scientists believe in aliens?” 

o Ask students, “Why is it ironic that atheistic evolutionists such as Richard 

Dawkins claim there is no such thing as God, yet when asked where did life 

come from, he hypothesizes that the seeds of life on earth could have been 

planted by another intelligent race?” 

▪ It’s ironic because he mocks faith in God, yet he puts faith in a 

belief that can’t be proven today, much less can’t answer the 

question where that intelligent race that planted the seeds of life 

on earth came from to begin with. 

▪ (Note to Teacher: For students who believe in Aliens, share the 

link to the USA Today article below that talks about Earth being 

the only known planet that can sustain life:  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/11/planets-

habitable-zone-alien-life-much-rarer-than-thought/1422413001/ ) 

 

• Ask students, “As Christians, what points should we all be able to agree upon when it 

comes to Creation?” 

o 1. God himself stands before creation; 2. God’s work is orderly; 3. God’s 

creation was and is good 

 

• Watch the video, “Do you know… how the U.S. Space Program has pointed to God 

as Creator? 

o The 1968 Christmas Eve reading from Genesis on the Apollo 8 mission; 

the writings of Wernher von Braun discussing how science and faith are 

not in conflict; how Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin took communion on 

the moon  

 

• Discuss homework question 6 from p. 87. 

 

o 6. Which of the Do You Know?” videos did you find most compelling and why? 

▪ Answers will vary. 

HW: Write a journal entry answering the following questions. Read Romans 1:18-20. What 

reasons do people give about why they don’t believe in God? What reasons do you think makes 

it hard for people to believe in God? What popular media today—movies, books, TV shows, 

etc.—promote the atheistic evolutionary worldview? Are they influential? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aapLAyicKUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aapLAyicKUQ
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/11/planets-habitable-zone-alien-life-much-rarer-than-thought/1422413001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/11/planets-habitable-zone-alien-life-much-rarer-than-thought/1422413001/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqWhqx22uZ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KqWhqx22uZ4
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 
 (This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 2-6 in class—engaging students to 

think about how the world presents the origin of the universe and humans vs. the 

biblical worldview of Creation and the importance of understanding the distinction 

between the two. 

o 2. Which scenes in Johnny Hart’s cartoon represent God’s general revelation and 

which represent His special revelation? 

▪ Johnny Hart uses humor to point to the existence of God and how He 

has shown Himself to the world 

▪ General revelation:  flower blooming; volcano erupting,  

▪ Special revelation: flood (Noah’s ark); Cross in the sky; burning bush 

(Moses); Golgotha/tomb door rolling open (resurrection of Jesus) 

o 3. Read the below transcript from the Introduction to Episode 1 of Cosmos: A 

Spacetime Odyssey (2014), hosted by Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson, and answer the 

questions below: 

▪ Cosmos is the Greek word for “world.” Read Revelation 1:8 and compare 

the verse with Dr. Carl Sagan (the original host of the Cosmos) and his 

evolutionary belief in the origin of the universe: “the Cosmos is all there 

is, or ever was, or ever will be.” How do these worldviews differ in their 

approach to creation? 

▪ Carl Sagan is making the Cosmos (capital “C”) eternal and 

taking the place of God vs. the Almighty God of the Universe 

who created the Universe and will “roll it up like a scroll” at 

the end of time. 

▪ Dr. Tyson states that there are “planets and stars that never die.” Read 2 

Peter 3:10. How does Dr. Tyson’s view compare with the biblical 

worldview of the universe’s lifespan?  

▪ Like Sagan, Dr. Tyson views the Universe as eternal, whereas 

the Apostle Peter makes it very clear that at the end of time, 

the universe “will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 

bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the 

works that are done on it will be exposed.”  

 

o 4. How does Johnny Hart address the creation vs. atheistic evolution debate in this 

cartoon? Give examples from what was discussed in Chapter 4. 

▪ Johnny Hart shows that while atheistic evolutionists mock Christians 

for believing in God as Creator and the Bible as providing 

authoritative, absolute truth, he shows the shortcomings of their 

beliefs in explaining the origin of the universe—from the belief that 
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the Universe made itself from nothing, to the Universe always being 

here (self-caused creation) to Aliens being the creators of the 

Universe/life. 

▪ Example from Chapter 4: Atheistic evolutionist Richard Dawkins says 

belief in God is a “delusion” while attributing advanced alien life as 

being responsible for seeding life on earth—even though he admits he 

has no way to explain how they were created. 

 

o 5. Read the below transcript from Episode 1 of Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey 

(2014), on the “Origin of the Cosmos” and answer the questions below: 

▪ Dr. Tyson states, “I know [the Big Bang] sounds crazy, but there’s strong 

observational evidence to support the Big Bang theory.” What about this 

atheistic origin theory do you find hard to believe? 

▪ Answers will vary.  The main point to make is how many 

things have they seen created through an “explosion”? 

▪ What similarities do you see between the biblical creation story found in 

Genesis 1 and Dr. Tyson’s explanation of the origin of the universe? What 

are the differences? 

Cosmos Timeline vs. Biblical Creation Timeline 

▪ In the beginning there was a single atom vs. In the 

beginning God (Genesis 1:1) 

▪ The Atom exploded and ignited the Big Bang—creating the 

universe vs. God spoke the heavens and earth into creation 

out of nothing 

▪ Note progression of creation through Big Bang theory with 

Earth formed from collisions of asteroids vs. Symmetrical 

progression of God’s creation with Earth as focus of 

Genesis 1, set apart as the only life sustaining planet in the 

Universe 

▪ Creation of Universe is pictured as a 12-month calendar 

with each month representing 1 billion years. Human life 

doesn't come into play until the last 60 secs in the last of 

hour of the Cosmic Calendar vs. Human week is defined by 

Genesis 1and Human Calendar is defined by birth of Christ 

▪ Mankind is marginalized to 14 seconds in Origin of 

Universe depicted in the “Cosmic Calendar” vs. Creation is 

two chapters of Genesis vs the rest of the Bible’s focus on 

the redemption of mankind starting in Chapter 3 of 

Genesis. 

▪ Were you surprised to learn you “were made of star stuff”? Does that 

sound scientifically possible? 

▪ Answers will vary.  Again, point to how much of the theory 

of evolution sounds fantastical—not scientific 
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▪ If the “origin of life” is one of the great unsolved mysteries of science,” 

how are atheistic evolutionists able to speak so precisely and confidently 

about how life came to exist on Earth? 

▪ Answers will vary. Again, point to how much of atheistic 

evolutionists beliefs are based on faith/theory not science 

 

▪ How does Dr. Tyson explain the disappearance of the dinosaurs? Is there 

scientific evidence for this? 

▪ A large asteroid hitting the earth.  There are over 50 

theories about the extinction of dinosaurs.  The asteroid 

theory has a hard time explaining why all life was not 

destroyed—not just dinosaurs. 

 

▪ What do you think about “all of recorded history occupying only the last 

14 seconds” of the “cosmic calendar”? From an atheistic evolutionary 

perspective, what does this say about men and women?  

▪ Our lives have little to no significance—especially if we are 

hear by chance and we will not live eternally 

 

▪ How does this compare to the Bible’s perspective on men and women?  

▪ God created us as His image-bearers/masterpieces and He 

loved us so much He sent His Son to die for us so we could 

be in relationship with Him 

 

▪ Read this quote from Dr. Gary Vander Hart, “Did Moses edit Noah?” 

World, March 12, 2016 and give your thoughts. 

▪ Answers will vary.  Again, you want your students to think 

through how the idea of atheistic evolution vs. God who 

created us in His image to be in relationship with Him and 

live purposeful lives 

 

o 6.  What worldview implication does Prickly City point out in regard to 

atheistic evolution? Compare this with the biblical worldview expressed in 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 1964 Nobel Prize speech. 

o Atheistic evolutions try to explain “how” we got here through 

various theories, but without a belief in a Creator God, they 

struggle to explain “why” we are here—what is our purpose 

and meaning. In contrast, Dr. King states that we are “children 

of God” not “flotsam and jetsam” or debris “floating in the 

river of life,” unable to have meaning and make a difference in 

the world. 

 

HW: Read p. 98-105.  Answer questions 1-3 on p. 115. 
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CHAPTER 5:  

WHERE DOES MY CREATIVITY COME FROM? 
 

 

SEGUE FROM CHAPTER 4:  
 

• Knowing that we are God’s masterpieces, we will look at the origin and power of 

communication and the arts—particularly as we reflect the image and creativity of God 

 

AIM:  

 
• To demonstrate how we bear God’s image by our ability to create and communicate 

 

 

OBJECTIVE:  
 

• Learn how our ability to communicate and create are two of the most powerful ways we 

bear God’s image (which set us apart from the rest of animal life!) 
 

SO WHAT?:  
 

• Knowing our ability to be creative, we can use our God-given abilities to create 

wonderful works to glorify Him 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• For Review, ask students, “What are the five ways humans reflect the image of God?” 

1. Spiritually--We can be in relationship with God 

2. Mentally—We have the capacity for reason and knowledge 

3. Morally—We recognize and understanding good and evil 

4. Socially—We are created for human community 

5. Creatively—We have the ability to imagine new things or to endow old things 

with human significance 

 

• Ask students, “Do you know…where we get our creativity?” 

o Watch the video “Do you know…where we get our creativity?” and get students 

responses.  Ask, “What are ways we can see God’s creativity in the world?”  

“How do we reflect his creativity as His image-bearers?” 

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

• Discuss homework question 1 from p. 115. 

 

o 1. What is the origin of communication and the arts? Does this make you rethink 

your approach to these areas? 

▪ Read Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1, 14—note how we see God speaking 

creation into existence out of nothing (ex-nihlio) from the beginning of 

Creation (Note to Teacher: I noticed that the definition in the margin 

for ex-nihlio was not correct! Be sure to make sure your students 

know that!) and how Jesus is described as the Word of God in the 

flesh. 

▪ Knowing that God is the ultimate Creator of communication and the 

arts, we should consider how are words and creativity honors Him. 

 

• Read the quote from p. 101: “Fantasy remains a human right: we make in our measure 

and in our derivative mode, because we are made: and not only made, but made in the 

image and likeness of a Maker.” Ask students, “How did author J.R.R. Tolkien explain 

his ability to create works like The Lord of the Rings?” 

o Tolkien notes that as image-bearer of God, we are “Sub-Creators” of the 

Almighty Creator. We thus have the ability to imagine and write about 

amazing fantasy worlds, which he used to point to his belief in God and the 

need for a Savior! 

o If you have extra time, consider downloading Tolkien’s essay “On Fairy 

Tales” and discussing with your students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0Nqy7OESHg
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• Discuss homework question 2 from p. 115. 

 

o 2. Read 2 Corinthians 10:5. What does it mean to bring every thought captive to 

the mind of Christ? Do you think this approach would change your media and 

communication habits? If yes, how? 

▪ Answers will vary.  Make sure students understand that to bring 

every thought “into captivity to the mind of Christ” means that we 

take seriously the charge to “love God with all our mind” (Matthew 

22:37, ESV) by what we choose to put before our eyes (and what we 

don't choose—such as pornography!) We should make wise choices 

not from legalism or moralism, but because of our love for God and 

our desire to utilize our gifts and talents for His glory.  

 

• Ask students, “When you hear the term “prehistoric” man or woman, what comes to 

mind?” 

o Answers will vary.  Most will likely mention cavemen and cavewomen.  From 

a biblical perspective, there is no “pre-history.”  God established time and 

history in the Garden of Eden. 

 

• Given students’ definition of “prehistoric” men or women, ask them, “Were prehistoric 

men and women intelligent or dumb? What do they base your belief upon?” 

o Answers will vary.  Watch the video “Do you know…if ancient humans (also 

called cavemen) were smart?” to answer these questions 

 

• Ask students, “How did Adam and Eve and their offspring in the first 11 chapters of 

Genesis demonstrate their intelligence?” 

o As image-bearers of God and being created perfect, Adam and Eve and their 

offspring were very intelligent (even if they made poor choices!).  Adam had 

the creativity to name the animals (Genesis 2), cities, instruments, and tools 

were created (Genesis), Noah and his sons built an ark that carried 

thousands of animals (Genesis 6), Noah’s descendants built the Tower of 

Babel (Genesis 11) 

 

• Discuss homework question 3 from p. 115. 

 

o 3. How do the inventions/accomplishments of the ancient world compare to 

today’s view of prehistoric man? 

▪ Sadly, the world’s view of the first men and women on Earth are 

typically drooling, unintelligent cavemen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96MbJOw39Nc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96MbJOw39Nc
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• On p. 104. Cartoonist Dan Piraro pokes fun at the theory attributing the construction of 

the pyramids to aliens because of their complexity. In what two ways does the cartoon 

reinforce the atheistic evolutionary worldview? Given what you are learning in this 

chapter, ask students, “What is the irony of higher beings being given credit for the 

pyramids?” 

o The cartoon reinforces the atheistic evolutionary worldview by depicting 

early humans as unintelligent cavemen and gives credence to the existence of 

advanced alien life; Atheistic evolutionists such as Richard Dawkins deny 

belief in a Creator God, yet believe that advanced alien life could have been 

involved with bringing life to Earth. 

 

• Given the brilliance of the Egyptians in building the pyramids, ask students, “What do 

you find to be inconsistent in their worship?” 

o They worshiped many false gods—from frogs, to the Nile River, to the sun, 

etc. 

 

• Considering that Moses was raised in Pharaoh’s palace under the education and beliefs of 

the Egyptian courts (Read Acts 7:22), ask students, “What is miraculous about the fact 

that God used him to write the Pentateuch?” 

o God gave Moses the divine wisdom and inspiration of the Holy Spirit to 

discern truth from falsehood and write the Scriptures that reflected His truth 

(especially in regard to Creation!) 

HW: Read pp. 105-114. Answer questions 4-6 on p. 115.  
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DAY 2 

• Ask students, “If human beings evolved through chance through survival of the fittest, 

how do we explain emotions like love, a system of morality, and a desire to know God?” 

o Answers will vary.  At the end of the day, atheistic evolutionists cannot 

explain where our emotions come from, our conscience, and the desire of 

humans to worship something bigger than themselves comes from. 

 

• Ask students to read the quote by St. John Chrysostom on p. 105 and discuss which 

image of early men and women inspires them more—St. John’s worldview or the 

atheistic evolutionary worldview—and why. 

o Answers will vary. This is a good follow up question to the question above, 

because St. John’s discusses how love, character/morality, and belief in God 

all come from being created in God’s image. The difference is whether we are 

shattered image-bearers or redeemed image-bearers (discussed in Chap 1). 

 

• Ask students, “Who are some of the great innovators through history that have given the 

credit for their creativity/inventions to God?” 

o Answers will vary. Chapter 4 notes Isaac Newton, Galileo, Copernicus, Louis 

Pasteur, Wernher von Braun, etc. and Chapter 5 notes William Shakespeare, 

Johan Sebastian Bach, John Milton, Johan Gutenberg, and Martin Luther, 

to name a few 

 

• Discuss homework question 4. from p. 115. 

o 4. What was Gutenberg’s vision for the printing press? How did the invention of 

the printing press impact the world? 

▪ He wanted to help reduce illiteracy and put Bibles into the hands of 

the average man and woman so they would know the Gospel and 

God’s truth and not be led astray from a corrupt Church. 

▪ Look at the chart on p. 108 to see some of the many ways the 

invention of the printing press impacted the world—particularly with 

the Renaissance and the Reformation. 

 

• Ask students, “How was Gutenberg’s vision for the Bible realized beyond what he could 

ever have imagined?” 

o Close to 7 billion people have access to the Bible today and the impact on 

people’s lives, as well as culture, government, and church growth is beyond 

measure. 

 

• Watch the video, “Do you know…which book most influenced the writing of the first 

American Dictionary?” 

o Discuss the video.  Ask students, “Were you surprised by this history?”  Note 

the importance of defining words and discuss Noah Webster’s quote that was 

in the preface of the dictionary for many years: “[T]he religion which has 

introduced civil liberty, is the religion of Christ and his apostles...This is 

genuine Christianity, and to this we owe our free constitutions of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVzx0j0y-U8&t=20s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bVzx0j0y-U8&t=20s
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government...All of the miseries and evils which men suffer from vice, crime, 

ambition, injustice, oppression, slavery and war, proceed from despising and 

neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible.” 

 

• Discuss homework question 5 from p. 115. 

o 5. Discuss five similarities between the telegraph and the Internet and the overall 

impact they had/continue to have on their era. 

▪ 1) It allowed people to communicate almost instantly across great 

distances, 

▪ 2) It allowed communication around the world faster and further than 

ever before by providing a worldwide network whose cables spanned 

continents and oceans,  

▪ 3) It revolutionized business practices,  

▪ 4) It inundated its users with a deluge of information, and 

▪ 5) It led to a series of advances in communication. 

 

• Watch the video, “Do you know…which failed artist’s invention revolutionized world 

communications—known today as the Victorian Internet?” 

o Discuss the video.  Note how the Telegraph laid the groundwork for the 

Telephone (called the “multiple telegraph”) and the radio (called the 

“wireless telegraph”), similar to how the Internet opened the door for social 

media, online streaming, online phone calls, and many other innovations! 

(see p. 114) 

 

• Ask students, “In what ways did 19th century inventors give glory to God for their work?” 

o (Note to Teacher: These reasons why the inventors did what they did and 

how they gave God the glory is rarely (if ever!) mentioned in history 

textbooks or documentaries. Be sure to highlight the faith and inspiration of 

these inventors and their desire to honor God with their work!) 

o Noah Webster--his testimony of accepting Jesus as His Savior in the preface 

of the Dictionary, not to mention his use of Scripture throughout the 

definitions 

o Samuel Morse—the first words from the telegraph came from Scripture 

(Numbers 23:23) gave God the glory: “What hath God wrought? (made)—

not “Look at how great I am and what I made! ☺  

o Lord John Kelvin—this brilliant respected scientist used his work as an 

opportunity to speak out against atheistic evolution: “I have long felt that 

there was a general impression that the scientific world believes science has 

discovered ways of explaining all the facts of nature without adopting any 

definite belief in a Creator. I have never doubted that impression was utterly 

groundless...The more thoroughly I conduct scientific research, the more I 

believe science excludes atheism. If you think strongly enough you will be 

forced to the belief in God, which is the foundation of all religion.” 

o Guglielmo Marconi—a strong Catholic, he saw the radio as a great 

opportunity to share the Gospel to people around the world. 

o Lee De Forest—attributed his many gifts and talents as being from God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfIO2OitaW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfIO2OitaW0
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• HW: Write a journal entry answering the following questions. “Can you think of any 

commercials, TV shows or movies that portrayed ancient men and women as 

unintelligent, drooling, cave-dwelling Neanderthals? Are these portraits accurate—why 

or why not? What messages do they send about our origins, intelligence, and/or 

purpose?” 
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 
 (This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 

 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 2-6 in class—engaging students to 

think about how the world presents the origin of humans as unintelligent cavemen 

and women vs. the biblical worldview of men and women and their many 

capabilities as image-bearers of God 

 

o 2. Watch the video “Do you know…how TV commercials and films use humor 

to reinforce atheistic evolution?” Although humorous, what message is being 

subtly or not so subtly sent about ancient men and/or the significance and special 

creation of men and women today? 

▪ The stereotype of the dumb caveman is reinforced vs. the idea of 

being created as brilliant image-bearers of God from the beginning. 

 

o 3. Read the dialogue below from Night at the Museum (2006). How does this 

scene reinforce the atheistic evolutionary view of men and women? 

▪ The idea that we evolved from monkeys and they are our “primate 

brother” as opposed to humans being a special creation in God’s 

image. 

 

o 4. Read question one below and its answer from the Westminster Shorter 

Catechism and watch the video, “Do you know…how atheistic evolutionary 

films answer the meaning of our existence?” 

 

o How does each communicate God’s purpose for men and women? Which belief 

inspires you more and why? 

▪ (Q) What is the chief end of man? (A) Man’s chief end is to Glorify God 

and enjoy him forever (As image-bearers of God, men and women are the 

only creation made to enjoy God!) 

• Jurassic Park portrays the belief in God as an invention of man 

vs. The Croods which sees purpose/meaning in life coming from 

being brave and “following the light” vs. purpose coming from 

being created in God’s image. 

• Christianity sees our “chief end” or purpose to glorify God 

through being in a relationship with Him (which lasts forever) 

Our lives became meaningful when we surrender to Him and 

seek to do His will (not our own). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNoYqa7MkeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNoYqa7MkeY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZylNDZNgkGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZylNDZNgkGo
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o 5. Reflect on the below statements from Episode 1 of Cosmos: A Space Time 

Odyssey (2014) and answer the following questions:  

▪ Dr. Tyson states,” For the longest part of human existence, say the last 

40,000 generations, we were wanderers, living in small bands of hunter 

and gatherers [cave men], making tools, controlling fire, naming things, all 

within the last hour of the Cosmic Calendar.” Compare and contrast this 

statement with Genesis 4. 

• Naming things, creating cities, domesticating livestock, making 

tools and instruments, etc. all took intelligence—which 

evolution does not account for—and we see these things taking 

place from the beginning of time as recorded in Genesis 2-4. 

▪ What things were the earliest recorded humans in the Bible doing from the 

beginning?  

• See answer above 

▪ Which view seems more believable—the belief in unintelligent cavemen 

drawing beautiful art, creating tools, cities, music, etc. or brilliant image-

bearers of God—and why?  

• Image-bearers of God. ☺  How would primitive cavemen have 

the ability to draw such beautiful pictures?!  

▪ What is ironic about atheist Carl Sagan spending his life searching for 

“extraterrestrial life and intelligence?” 

• He poured millions and dollars and years of research into 

seeking higher intelligence, while at the same time, rejecting 

the belief in God as the intelligent Creator of the universe. 

 

o 6. Watch the Do You Know? video on the validity of Noah’s ark. What facts made 

the biggest impression on you and why?” 

▪ This video has not been produced yet.  Take this opportunity to 

Google images of Noah’s ark and note how many make this biblical 

event look mythic or unrealistic. Read the below article with your 

students and discuss how it would be possible to fit the animals on the 

ark: https://answersingenesis.org/noahs-ark/how-could-all-animals-fit-

ark/ 

 

 

• HW: Read p. 120-131.  Answer questions 1-3 on p. 140. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://answersingenesis.org/noahs-ark/how-could-all-animals-fit-ark/
https://answersingenesis.org/noahs-ark/how-could-all-animals-fit-ark/
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CHAPTER 6:  

HOW SHOULD I VIEW OTHERS? 

 
SEGUE FROM CHAPTER 5:  

 
• Seeing that God has given us gifts and talents, we will learn about the amazing things that 

can happen when we use them to glorify Him. 
 

AIM:  
 

• To demonstrate how culture can be redemptive when we view others as image-bearers 

  

 

OBJECTIVES:  
 

• Learn the importance of biblical standards in media  

• Discover how culture can be redemptive when we view others as image-bearers. 

 

 

SO WHAT?:  
 

• Knowing the impact of the production code, we will show how a moral compass in media 

matters 

 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• Ask students, “Why were movies not rated before 1966?” 

o Answers will vary. Look at the Barna Poll on p. 121.  Note the different 

responses students around the U.S. gave and how that compares to your 

students’ responses 

o  

• Ask students, “What do you think of when you hear the phrase ‘the good ole days’?” 

o Answers will vary.  Watch the video, “Do you know…why movies were not 

rated before 1966? Note the importance of how “the good ole days” means 

different things to different people groups and why.  The video does not fully 

answer why movies were not rated before 1966. We will get to that shortly! ☺ 

• Ask students, “After reading pp. 122-124, what did you learn about the beginning of 

filmmaking and the film industry that you didn't know before?” 

o Answers will vary. Consider showing a few minutes of The Great Train 

Robbery (http://www.youtube.com/movie?v=ZCWKh14Mvzg) and discussing 

how far things have come! Notice how the camera stays stationary and does 

not move in each scene. 

o Col. William Selig was an incredible innovator—review the list of his firsts 

on p. 124.  Compare how quickly filmmaking improved over a short period 

of time—similar to how the quality of video games improved over the same 

amount of time. 

 

• Discuss homework questions 1-2 from p. 140. 

 

o 1. Do you agree with Academy Award winning actor Charlton Heston’s quote, 

“The moving image, motion picture, is the most potent tool for shaping the mind 

of man ever invented”? Does this take into account the power of the Holy Spirit? 

▪ Answers will vary. 

o 2. What film genre led to the expansion of the length of films? 

▪ Passion Plays (p. 125) 

 

• Ask students, “How was the content of film regulated before 1915?  Why did the U.S. 

Supreme Court not protect filmmakers under the First Amendment “freedom of speech” 

clause?” 

o Films were reviewed by film Boards in the major cities where they were 

shown. If a film was deemed immoral/inappropriate, the Boards would block 

them from being shown in the local theaters. 

o The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that films were “business pure and simple.” 

In other words, they were for making money, which in their opinion did not 

give filmmakers to say or show anything they wanted.  They needed to follow 

a moral code of decency. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiTMpLaYR1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DiTMpLaYR1Y
http://www.youtube.com/movie?v=ZCWKh14Mvzg
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• Discuss homework question 3 from p. 140. 

 

o 3. What warning about films did the U.S. Supreme Court give in 1915? Do you 

agree with this statement? Why or why not? 

▪ “They had a special capacity for evil” 

▪ Answers will vary on whether students agree or not.  It is interesting 

that the Justices recognized the power and influence films could even 

when they still seemed so primitive when compared to today’s films. 

▪ Note that Vladimir Lenin recognized the power of films and how 

Russia and Nazi Germany used films for propaganda and 

manipulating youth to their way of thinking. 

 

• Ask students, “Who was Cecil B. DeMille and why was he important?” 

o DeMille did many of the early biblical epics. Some filmmakers thought 

DeMille went too far portraying “sin” in his films, whereas DeMille believed 

“his biblical epics took the powerful message of the consequences of sin and 

the need for redemption—ultimately found in Jesus—worldwide.” 

o Highlight the impact of DeMille’s film the King of Kings. 

o It is interesting to note, the Lifetime Achievement Award given to Hollywood 

actors at the Academy Awards each year is named after DeMille. 

 

• Ask students, “Who was Will Hays and why was he important?” 

o Hays was a member of U.S. President Warren Harding’s cabinet (U.S. 

Postmaster General) and an elder in the Presbyterian Church. Fearing 

Congressional censorship, Hollywood studio owners wanted someone to head 

the MPPDA that had influence in Washington, D.C. and among Christian 

leaders in the U.S.   

o Possibly have students read the cover story on Will Hays in Time magazine 

(September 13, 1926) 

 

• Ask students, “Who was Daniel Lord and why were he and the Legion of Decency 

important?” 

o Daniel Lord was a Catholic priest who helped Will Hays write a Production 

Code that would try to set a moral standard for filmmakers.  

o The Legion of Decency was founded in 1933 as an organization dedicated to 

identifying and combating objectionable content in motion pictures from a 

biblical worldview  

o Knowing the power and influence of film, both Daniel Lord and The Legion 

of Decency sought to hold Hollywood accountable. Read and discuss the 

below quotes were your students and get their reaction: 

▪  “This industry must have toward that sacred thing, the mind of a child, 

toward that clean virgin thing…the same responsibility, the same care 

about the impressions made upon it, that the best clergyman or the most 

inspired teacher of youth would have.” —Will Hays 

▪ “Movies can and do have tremendous influence in shaping young 

lives.”—Walt Disney 
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HW: Read pp. 131-139. Answer questions 4-7 on p. 140.  

 

DAY 2 

• Discuss homework question from p. 140. 

o 4. Why did the Production Code come about? What were its principles based 

upon? Did it make a difference in the content of the film industry? 

▪ The Production Code was written to give the Hollywood studios a 

biblical standard to make films. 

▪ Yes, the Code made a major difference in the content of films. By 

1936, 91% of the films reviewed by the Legion of Decency were given 

an ‘A’ (approved) rating, while only 13 out of 1,271 films were labeled 

‘C’ (condemned). 

 

• Ask students to get into groups of four and give them the following assignment: “Using 

the Production Code found on p. 133, see if you can name a different movie for each 

standard that would pass the Code and a movie for each standard that would fail.” 

o Answers will vary.  This will take some time but will prayerfully be a 

thought-provoking exercise.  (Note to Teacher: One heads up, the Code 

describes homosexuality as a “low form of sexuality.” This may cause 

reactions (or not), but you will want to be prepared for how to address this if 

it comes up. Also, I would recommend walking around the classroom and 

listening to the conversations. As parenting styles differ, some students will 

have seen inappropriate movies that others have not.) 

o We will discuss this more in Chapter 7 (p. 147), but it is interesting to see if 

students recognize films that would pass the Code standards today tend to do 

well at the box office (if it is a well-made film!). 

 

• Discuss homework questions 5-6 from p. 140. 

 

o 5. What was a major missing principle of the Production Code? 

▪ Answers will vary.  Obviously, if they read the chapter, they will know 

it was the failure to stop stereotypes of minorities in films. ☺ 

 

o 6. Why was The Harlem Renaissance such an important time for African 

Americans? 

▪ This is such an important history that so few students know today!  Be 

sure to not how amazing it was to see the caliber of writing, 

filmmaking, music, etc. coming out of the African American 

community only a generation or two after slavery ended in America.  

The Harlem Renaissance greatly refutes the racist, atheistic 

evolutionary belief that African Americans did not have the same 

“evolved” intellect as white people.  How powerful would it have been 

if Hollywood has shown this side of African American culture in 

mainstream films?! 
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• Watch the video, “Do you know…how Hollywood stereotyped minorities—even in 

Disney films?” 

o This is a 17-minute video, so you might want to consider pausing at different 

intervals to reflect on some of the major points—from the use of blackface to 

the glorification of the KKK in The Birth of a Nation to racial stereotypes in 

Disney films to the power of positive portrayals of African Americans (from 

Star Trek to Black Panther!) 

 

• Discuss homework question 7 from p. 140. 

 

o 7. What kind of impact do you think African American actors and actresses such 

as Sidney Poitier and Nichelle Nichols have on their viewers? 

▪ Answers will vary, but I would be sure and talk about actress Yari 

Shahidi’s quote: “If a child grows up never seeing themselves 

represented as successful or as the hero, then they are the anomaly if 

they succeed and the expectation if they fail.”  How is this true for 

other stereotypes such as seeing Muslims many times depicted as 

terrorists in films and rarely a law-abiding citizen. 

 

• Ask students, “How did the Production Code influence American Television?  What 

biblical standard did the BBC echo in their founding motto?” 

o The National Association of Broadcasters adopted the Production Code used 

by Hollywood films almost word for word.  It is fascinating that the NAB 

preamble said TV shows were like a “guest” in the home of the viewer 

(“host”). How different would TV be today if that position was followed?! 

o The BBC motto echoes Philippians 4:8, a great reminder for all of us when 

we consider what to watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1lEfBhEG70&t=765s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1lEfBhEG70&t=765s
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 
 (This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 

 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 2-5 in class—engaging students to 

think about how the world presents the origin of humans as unintelligent cavemen 

and women vs. the biblical worldview of men and women and their many 

capabilities as image-bearers of God 

 

o 2. Watch the video “Do you know…how Hollywood stereotyped minorities—

even in Disney films?”  Should the negative depiction of various races have been 

allowed in films? Why or why not? 

▪ Discuss this and use the answers from Day 2 if you didn't get a chance 

to do this already. 

 

o 3. Watch the video, “Do You Know...what filmmakers thought of the Production 

Code?” 

▪ Discuss the students’ reactions to the video. It will be interesting to 

note to your students that the premise of Rear Window is pretty 

horrific—a man kills his wife, saws her body into parts in his bathtub, 

and takes her out of his apartment to dispose of her remains. 

However, nothing is ever shown. It is all left to the viewer’s 

imagination, and the film is thus driven by suspense (and good 

acting!)—not violent gore. 

 

o Why did Rear Window screenwriter John Michael Hayes believe the Code made 

him a better writer? 

▪ It gave him a standard to measure up to.  As he shared, anyone can 

write cuss words and show nudity. It takes a good writer to make a 

film interesting/successful and he believed having high standards 

helped him do that! 

 

o 4. Did films under the Production Code still require viewers to exercise media 

discernment? If yes, why? 

▪ Yes!  There were a number of adult films that were allowed under the 

Production Code that would freak out young kids today—Alfred 

Hitchcock’s The Birds and Psycho to name two! The Production Code 

was not perfect, and there were numerous filmmakers who pushed the 

envelope.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1lEfBhEG70&t=765s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1lEfBhEG70&t=765s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et1dflj04kY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et1dflj04kY
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o If you have time, consider asking students, “What do you think happened to the 

Production Codes for films and television?” 

▪ Answers will vary.  I would not answer this question and let them find 

out in their homework reading.  However, it’s ok to share that The 

Legion of Decency and the Protestant Film Office were especially 

pressured to relax their standards in the turbulent 1960s, which we 

will discuss in Chapter 7. ☺ 

 

o 5. Watch the video “Do You Know…how Hollywood is influenced by Christian 

principles today?”  What are your thoughts after watching the video? 

▪ Answer will vary.  This is a good time to talk about the Christian 

actors and filmmakers in Hollywood who are making a difference, as 

well as the Christian film companies that are producing quality films 

 

• HW: Read p. 145-156.  Answer questions 1-2 on p. 165. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTl-YYrQmyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTl-YYrQmyg
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CHAPTER 7:  

HOW SHOULD I NOT VIEW OTHERS? 

 
SEGUE FROM CHAPTER 6: 
 

• Considering the power of the moving image and the importance of viewing others as 

image-bearers, what happened when the biblical standard was taken away from how we 

depict people in media (include comic production code)? 

 

AIM:  
 

• To demonstrate what happens when we do not view others as image-bearers 

 

 

OBJECTIVES:   
 

• Learn what happens when a biblical standard is removed from the media 

• Discover how culture crumbles when we view others as less than they are in God’s eyes 

 

 

SO WHAT?:  
 

• Culture crumbles when we view others as less than they are in God’s eyes 

 

 

TIME: 

 
• Previous HW: 15-30 minutes of reading, watching videos, and journaling. 

• Class time: 45 minutes of classroom discussion for each day 

• Homework: 15-30 minutes reading, watching video, and journaling. 

 

 

MATERIALS 
 

• Keynote presentation 
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DAY 1 

• Begin class discussing homework question 1 from p. 140. 

o 1. What led to the breakdown of the Film Production Code in Hollywood? 

▪ Several factors caused the weakening and eventual withdrawal of the 

Production Code: 1. The U.S. Supreme Court case Burstyn v. Wilson, 

reversed the1915 decision of Mutual v. Ohio, which had originally 

denied films First Amendment rights and deemed them ‘business, 

pure and simple’; 2. The 1965 U.S. Supreme Court case Freedman v. 

Maryland ended government-operated rating boards with a decision 

that a rating board could only approve a film, but had no power to 

ban a film. The ruling also concluded that a rating board must either 

approve a film within a reasonable time or go to court to stop a film 

from being shown in theatres; 3. In 1966, the National Council of 

Churches awarded films that violated the Production Code—hurting 

the credibility of the Protestant Film Office and the Legion of Decency 

which led to their closing later that year. 

 

• Watch the video “Do You Know…that the Comic Magazine Association had a similar 

Code that DC and Marvel comics followed?” 

o Ask students, “What were some of the guidelines that were found in the Comic 

Code that surprised you?” 

▪ Answers will vary. Here are the ones I would suggest sharing with the 

students to get their reaction and ask them why the Code might have 

included these:  

• 1. No comic magazine shall use the word horror or terror in its 

title;  

• 2. All scenes of horror, excessive bloodshed, gory or gruesome 

crimes, depravity, lust, sadism, masochism shall not be 

permitted;  

• 3. All lurid, unsavory, gruesome illustrations shall be 

eliminated. 

• 4. Inclusion of stories dealing with evil shall be used or shall be 

published only where the intent is to illustrate a moral issue 

and in no case shall evil be presented alluringly, nor so as to 

injure the sensibilities of the reader. 

• 4. Scenes dealing with, or instruments associated with walking 

dead, torture, vampires and vampirism, ghouls, cannibalism, 

and werewolfism are prohibited. 

 

o Ask students, “What did Stan Lee think of the Comic Code?” 

▪ Stan Lee had no problem with the Code, as he wanted his comics to 

reach a wide audience.  The only time he challenged it was when he 

wanted to show the bad effects of drug use, which led to the revising 

of the Code. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gANqpji3D70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gANqpji3D70
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• Discuss homework question 2 from p. 140. 

o 2. Did theater attendance go up or down when the ratings system was introduced? 

Why was this the case? 

▪ Theater attendance went down because many of the films were R-

rated and started pushing the envelope with sex, violence, foul 

language, occultism, etc. which kept the whole family from attending. 

 

• Watch the video “Do You Know…why box office attendance declined under the ratings 

system?” and discuss students’ reaction to the answer. 

o It is interesting to note how family films do so well at the Box Office.  Also, 

interesting is The Passion of the Christ is the only R-rated movie in the Top 

45 money-making movies of all time   

(https://www.boxofficemojo.com/chart/top_lifetime_gross/?ref_=bo_cso_ac) 

 

• Based on the Chapter 7 reading, ask students, “Which TV shows most concerned the 

FCC in the 1960s and why?” 

o The FCC and Congress were greatly concerned about the growing violence 

on television and its negative effects on teens—particularly The Untouchables  

 

• Ask students to read the chart on p. 154 and then pose the question, “Given the influence 

of the media that coincided with the loss of a standard of morality in the U.S, which 

decisions/innovations do you think were the most detrimental and why?” 

o Answers will vary. 

 

• Ask students to read the 2018 Nielsen Survey of Parents (of children between the ages of 

7 and 16) on p. 156 and pose the question, “Given the specific film elements parents are 

most concerned about their children being exposed to in films, which one film element 

most concerns you and why?” 

o Answers will vary. 

HW: Read pp. 156-164. Answer questions 3-5 on p. 165.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxEi2RHB4d0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxEi2RHB4d0
https://www.boxofficemojo.com/chart/top_lifetime_gross/?ref_=bo_cso_ac
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DAY 2 

• Discuss homework question 3 from p. 165. 

o 3. What are some of the ramifications of viewing pornography frequently? 

▪ Answers will vary.  Be sure to note these ramifications: Increased 

tolerance over time, requiring more viewing and more extreme 

pornography; Loss of control and compulsive behavior; Painful 

physical and psychological withdrawal symptoms when they attempt 

to stop viewing pornography; Abnormal social behavior and difficulty 

forming normal relationships; Viewing men and women as objects 

and not image-bearers of God 

 

• Ask students, “In what ways does Scripture address pornography?” 

o Answers will vary. Consider discussing David viewing Bathsheba naked from 

his balcony and the awful consequences of acting on his lust (Adultery, 

murder, loss of a child). Also, be sure to include verses such as Job 31:1, 

Psalm 101:3, and Jesus warning in The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 

5:27-28) to note the warnings against lust. 

 

• Watch the video, “Do you know…how porn can affect your brain and healthy 

relationships?” and discuss students’ reaction to the answer. 

o When it comes to pornography, ask students, what are ways they can make 

“covenants with their eyes”? 

▪ Answers will vary.  Be sure to emphasize the importance of 

accountability, as well as seeking help if they feel like they have a 

problem and or addiction. 

 

NOTE TO TEACHER: You can obviously spend much more time discussing the negative 

impact of pornography. This is just an introduction to this serious problem. 

 

• Discuss homework questions 4-5 from p. 165. 

o 4. Are you disturbed by ultra-violent killings in the media (whether TV shows, 

movies, or video games)?  

▪ Answers will vary. Consider discussing p. 164 paragraph comparing 

desensitization to human murders vs. animal murders. 

 

o What are the different ways violent media can affect you? 

▪ Copycat behavior, increased exaggerated fears, the removal of 

inhibitions and desensitization. 

 

o 5. Why is the portrayal of killings in today’s film, and the overall content of films, 

different than it was over fifty years ago? 

▪ Answers will vary. I would touch on the loss of production code 

standards, as well as enhanced special effects and an increased 

appetite for audiences to be shocked (which is getting harder to do as 

they become more desensitized to violence) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el4g3JumoZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=el4g3JumoZs
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• After viewing the charts on pp. 159-160, ask students, “Do you think there is a 

correlation between the increase in real-life violence and age of school shooters vs. the 

loss of moral standards in schools, movies, and television?” 

o Answers will vary.  Be sure they back up their answers with facts. 

 

• Read over the “Average U.S. Teen and Young Adult Pornography of Sex and Violence 

Media Diet” chart. Ask students, “Which statistic do you find to be most disturbing and 

why?” 

o Answers will vary. Consider having students write their answer on an piece 

of paper and then sharing (as to not have them go along with what everyone 

else says) 

 

• Ask students, “Given what you have learned in Chapter 7, why do you think researchers 

and experts should be concerned about a generation growing up on realistic, ultra-violent 

first-person shooter video games?” 

o Answers will vary.  Be sure they back up their answers with facts. 

 

• Read Colossians 3: 2, 5-6, 10, 17, (ESV) aloud in class. As you read this passage, ask 

students to write down a list of temptations that come to mind when they consider the 

Apostle Paul’s warning not to set your minds “on things that are on earth.” 

o Answers will vary.  Be sure students understand the difference between what 

it means to engage the world and share the Gospel as Christians, but not to 

take apart in the sinful activities of the world. 

 

HW:  Read the excerpt from the 2018 U.S. Federal Communications Commission’s Restrictions 

on Broadcast TV and Radio (pp. 166-167). Do you think that there should be any additional 

restrictions put upon on the media by legal means? If yes, why, if no, why? 
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DAY 3: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 
 (This is a great opportunity to see if the students can apply what they have learned and generate 

discussion around the cartoons and Do You Know? videos) 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 

 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 2-3 in class—engaging students to 

think about how the world presents the origin of humans as unintelligent cavemen 

and women vs. the biblical worldview of men and women and their many 

capabilities as image-bearers of God 

 

o 2. Watch the video “Do You Know…if we should be concerned about media 

violence?” Ask students, “What movies or TV shows have you seen that model 

verbal violence and/or cursing (For example, shows which dehumanize people 

through name-calling, religious mockery, etc.)?” 

▪ TV shows such as WWE Wrestling encourage and role model the 

treatment of people (especially women) in a derogatory and inhumane 

fashion.  Allow students to vocalize some movies or TV shows they 

watch that glamorize verbal violence. 

 

o 3. Watch the video “Do You Know…why media violence can cause a loss of 

compassion in viewers?” Ask students, “If you were to do a study of what school 

shooters have had in common from 2008-2017, what do you think they would 

have in common?” 

▪ The Secret Service released a comprehensive study in 2019 covering 

41 school attacks at K-12 schools from 2008-2017. Here is what they 

found: Most attackers were male; 63% were white; most used guns 

from their homes; many were absent from school before the attack 

(usually suspension); many had been bullied by their peers; some 

sought fame while others were suicidal; they fixated on violence 

(watching violence online or playing games featuring violence) 

Source: https://apnews.com/a592850f54634daea31be69defec841e 

 

o In many violent action movies or video games, characters crack one-line jokes 

after disposing of a bad guy or nameless bystander. Ask students, “What makes 

these sick jokes seemingly acceptable and how do they contribute to a loss of 

compassion?” 

▪ Through the killing of bad guys (whom the audience is conditioned to 

dislike) and bystanders (whose characters are not developed), viewers 

of these types of violent action movies become desensitized to the 

taking of life.  Added humor further covers up the fact that we should 

feel remorse when any individual is killed.  

▪ Note how violent movies that mix in humor and killing not only 

contribute to the desensitization process but lead to the devaluing of 

human life as well and viewing others as image-bearers of God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJeJ8ReAJeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJeJ8ReAJeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4uMBbxco50&t=49s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4uMBbxco50&t=49s
https://apnews.com/a592850f54634daea31be69defec841e
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▪ When we treat death as a laughing matter, our attitude is in direct 

contrast to the will of God.  As Psalm 5:4 states, “You are not a God 

who takes pleasure in evil.” See also Psalm 11:5: “The LORD 

examines the righteous, but the wicked and those who love violence 

his soul hates.” 

 

o Ask students, “Do media delivery platforms typically examine the consequences 

of shooting someone? How often is the impact of someone’s death on that 

person’s family shown if the individual killed is not a main character?” 

▪ Answers will vary.  I would argue “hardly ever” for both questions—

which is a problem!  

 

o Ask students, “Do you think the perpetrators of the school killings would have 

committed their horrible acts had they known the devastation it would have on the 

victims’ families and the school communities they attacked?” 

▪ Answers will vary. Ultimately, only God knows. Proverbs 23:7 states, 

“As a man thinks, so is he.” The effects of a troubled thought life can 

lead to disaster.  Discuss with students what role their thought life can 

have in developing positive or negative self-esteem and character. 

HW: Read the quote from actress Jodi Foster shared on CBS’ “American Film Institute’s 100 

Years…100 Movies,” June 16, 1998 “Their ideals become our ideals.  Their thoughts become 

the standards of our thinking and language.  Their style of dress and movement are seen on the 

streets of our nation.  And their moments of triumph and defeat become our successes and 

failures.” Given Jody Foster’s quote and what you have learned from reading In Whose Image?, 

what is the faulty logic of media executives, producers, video game creators, etc. who deny the 

negative influence of violent media on culture? 
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DAY 4: MEDIA DISCERNMENT 

• Have students share their journal reflections that they feel comfortable sharing aloud. 
 

• Go over the Media Discernment questions for 4-5 in class—engaging students to think 

about how the world presents the origin of humans as unintelligent cavemen and women 

vs. the biblical worldview of men and women and their many capabilities as image-

bearers of God 

 

o 4. Watch the video “Do you know…if media violence influences or causes real-

life violence?” and discuss students’ reaction. 

▪ Consider getting students reactions to the victory dance after killing 

someone in Fortnite, teens discussing the “good looks” of serial killer 

Ted Bundy and Netflix’s response, and the disturbing post by 

YouTuber Logan Paul. 

▪ This article looks at how social media is playing “a growing role in the 

radicalization of extremists” https://www.wsj.com/articles/isolation-

and-social-media-combine-to-radicalize-violent-offenders-

11565041473 

 

o Ask students, “Who is ultimately responsible for real-life violence: the 

perpetrators themselves or the media?” 

▪ Obviously, only the perpetrators can pull the trigger!  Nevertheless, 

this does not excuse the media’s responsibility in the lowering of 

moral standards by glamorizing violence.  

▪ Although we are created in the image of God, because of Adam’s fall 

in the Garden of Eden we all sin—that’s why there is death and 

violence in the world (Romans 5). Nevertheless, we are called to be 

“imitators of God” and “live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us” (Ephesians 5:1-2)  

 

o Ask students, “Do you agree or disagree with this statement: The glamorization of 

violence and ‘the breaking of rules’ in movies can lead to ‘the lowering of moral 

standards’ as well as ‘exciting the sadism in so many people.’ Give reasons to 

back up your answer.” 

▪ Many movies and TV shows play to the audience’s rebellious nature 

by reinforcing negative stereotypes and attitudes toward minorities, 

immigrants, police, government, school officials/teachers, and parents.  

Discuss these types of movies, and their potential negative influence 

on society. 

▪ Knowing that we all sin (Romans 3:23), it is of utmost importance that 

we avoid images that will encourage sin and rebellion and instead seek 

to gratify the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:17). 

▪ Note the studies connecting media violence with real-life violence. Our 

thought life and actions should be centered around the teachings of 

Jesus, not the pattern and values of the world. (Romans 12:2, 

Proverbs 4:23-27) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5C19zOMtscI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5C19zOMtscI
https://www.wsj.com/articles/isolation-and-social-media-combine-to-radicalize-violent-offenders-11565041473
https://www.wsj.com/articles/isolation-and-social-media-combine-to-radicalize-violent-offenders-11565041473
https://www.wsj.com/articles/isolation-and-social-media-combine-to-radicalize-violent-offenders-11565041473
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o Ask students, “Why do we tend to care more for the death of a person in a movie 

such as director Ron Maxwell’s Gettysburg than the death of a person in a 

videogame such as Call of Duty?” 

▪ Unlike Call of Duty, one can fully appreciate and identify with 

Gettysburg because of the way its characters are developed, and the 

dignified manner in which their deaths are presented. Maxwell 

transforms the bloodiest battle of the Civil War (53,000 casualties) 

into an epic that remains truthful to history, but one that does not 

repulse moviegoers by shocking them with gore.  (Remind students of 

how Maxwell explained the difference between shocking an audience 

with gore vs. portraying violence and death responsibly.) Lastly, 

Gettysburg seeks to lift up the value of human beings through its 

respect toward life. 

▪ This article in USA Today discusses how the latest Call of Duty video 

game released in October 2019 “may be too real for kids”: 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/gaming/2019/10/24/call-duty-

modern-warfare-video-game-takes-realism-next-level/4021879002/ 

 

o Obviously, the majority of Americans who grow up watching and playing with 

violent media do not become mass murderers or teen gunmen. Ask students, 

“What three other ways can viewers be negatively affected or influenced by 

violent media?” 

▪ In 1993, the American Psychological Association released a landmark 

study outlying the four major effects of media violence on real-life 

violence and aggression.  In addition to copycat behavior, the study 

demonstrated that teens could also be negatively influenced through 

increased exaggerated fears, the removal of inhibitions and 

desensitization. 

 

o Ask students, “Should violence be entertaining?” 

▪ Glorifying violence is in many ways imitating/taking pleasure in evil. 

Read 3 John 11 and Psalm 5:4 and compare them to 2 Corinthians 

10:5. 

 

o Ask students, “Do you think you have been desensitized to violence in the media? 

If yes, why?” 

▪ Answers will vary. 

 

o 5. Watch the video “Do you know…how media has been used in history for 

immoral purposes?” and discuss students’ reaction. 

▪ Answers will vary. 

▪ Consider posing the question I give in the video: “As we come to the 

end, I am curious to know how you would conclude this video for 

GenZ?” 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/gaming/2019/10/24/call-duty-modern-warfare-video-game-takes-realism-next-level/4021879002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/gaming/2019/10/24/call-duty-modern-warfare-video-game-takes-realism-next-level/4021879002/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIbp4hPFrLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIbp4hPFrLQ
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o German Dictator Adolf Hitler stated, “I want to raise a generation devoid of 

conscience.” This slogan was later placed over the death camp of Auschwitz. Ask 

students, “If you had to guess, do you think the Hitler Youth were forced to 

follow Hitler or do you think they were seduced into following Hitler?” 

▪ The answer is both.  However, in his book, Hitler's Children: The 

Hitler Youth and the SS, historian Gerhard Rempel documents, that 

Hitler was able to enlist some 82% of all youth in Germany before 

legal compulsion was implemented. “Hitler replaced Sunday school 

and church services with ideological programs and motion pictures 

during his youth training sessions of the Hitler Youth.  Indoctrination, 

with specific use of newsreel and films was vital to Hitler’s control of 

the new generation.” (Gerhard Rempel, Hitler's Children: The Hitler 

Youth and the SS, Chapel Hill and London: The University of North 

Carolina Press, 1989, p.10, 76) 

▪ Showing the void in the lives of the Hitler Youth, Gerhard Rempel 

records the words of one German teen, Wolfgang Borchet, who 

expressed his life this way, “We are the generation without boundary, 

without restraint and protection...They gave us no God who could 

have captured our hearts when the winds of this world swirled about 

us.  So we are the generation without God, for we are the generation 

without an anchor.” (Rempel, p. 2) 

▪ Without a moral standard rooted in God’s Word, these young men 

and women were taken captive by Hitler’s indoctrination.  As 

Colossians 2:8 warns, “See to it that no one takes you captive through 

hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition 

and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”  

 

o Ask students, “Do you agree with Academy Award winning actor Charlton 

Heston when he says, ‘Motion pictures are one of the greatest tools for shaping 

the minds of man ever invented’? Explain your answer.” 

▪ Answers will vary.  In the powerful documentary, Selling Murder, The 

Killing Films of the Third Reich, researchers show the ways in which 

Hitler used film to help redefine life and sell a generation on the 

acceptability of murder.  Several years before the final plan for killing 

the Jews was implemented, Hitler began ordering the deaths of all 

Germans he deemed “life unworthy of life”—including 250,000 

handicapped men and women. 

▪ Our mind is the control center of our bodies.  Therefore, since the 

mind controls us, it’s vital to us as Christians that Christ be in charge 

of this area (Matthew 22:37, Romans 12:2, Proverbs 23:7, 2 

Corinthians 10:5).  
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o Hitler was consciously seeking to influence the young people in Germany. Ask 

students, “How is violent media unconsciously causing harm in America today?” 

▪ Answers will vary. Consider reviewing the negative impact of media 

discussed in Chapter 2. Also, through the glamorizing of gratuitous 

violence in TV programs and movies, have we seen the principle 

found in Galatians 6:7 fulfilled, “Do not be deceived: God cannot be 

mocked.  A man reaps what he sows.”? 

 

o Ask students to share their reaction to director Steven Spielberg’s statement: 

“Everything about movies is manipulative; when you walk into a theater you are 

buying a ticket manipulation.” 

▪ Answers will vary. Help students realize that every movie has a 

worldview that it is promoting—whether good or bad.  Discuss with 

them the need to recognize the worldview of every TV program or 

movie they watch.  Read the following verses on discernment as well: 

Colossians 2:8, Proverbs 3:21-22, Proverbs 10:13. 

 

Having asked this question in Chapter 2, the quote from Spielberg is a good one for review 

and reflection to see how far your students have come in recognizing the importance of 

biblical media discernment and understanding every creative work has a worldview behind 

it. 

 


